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INSIDE LOOK A special members-only tour of the Southern Illinois School of Medicineôs  Pearson Medical Museum is on 
tap for the Societyôs October 16 monthly meeting. Dr. Phil Davis, (above), Director of the Pearson Museum and Research 
Associate Professor and Deputy Chair of the SIU School of Medicineôs Department of Medical Humanities will serve as tour 
guide. The Museum is named after Dr. Emmet F. Pearson, a former president of the Sangamon County Historical Society. 

Members to Tour SIU Pearson Medical Museum  
October 16 in Program With Strong Ties to Society  

        If membership has its privileges, 
itôs about to pay off for you. 
        Society members will get an ex-
clusive look at one of the countyôs 
ñjewel-boxò museums on Tuesday, 
October 16, one thatôs not ordinarily 
open to the public.  
       The guided tour of Southern Illi-
nois University School of Medicineôs 
Pearson Medical Museum in Spring-
field, will include an on-going recep-
tion in the Deanôs Lobby with seasonal 

treats that will allow time for Society 
members to socialize between the two 
tour groups. And when you go on the 
tour, youôll be getting a first-hand look 
at what is a remarkable record of the 
history of healing in the Mississippi 
River Basin. 
      Tours will begin at 5:30 p.m., di-
vided into two groups keyed to on-line 
and phone registration. Although the 
event is free, pre-registration is re-
quired and can be made on-line by go-

ing to the Societyôs website, 
www.sangamonhistory.org or by call-
ing 525-1961. Reservations must be 
made by Friday, October 12. Last-
minute walk-ins cannot be accommo-
dated. 
      The museum is located at 801 
North Rutledge Street. Please use the 
entrance on the north side of the build-
ing, near the flagpole. Free parking is 
available adjacent to the site.  
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Historico, published 10 times a year, is the official monthly bulletin for members of the 
Sangamon County Historical Society.  
You can download back issues of Historico in PDF format by going to our website, 
www.sangamonhistory.org . 
    Event updates also can be found on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com) and 
Twitter (www.twitter.com). Log in and search for Sangamon County Historical Society.  
                                                                            

Vicky Whitaker, Historico Editor  

     All of us who participated in the two-day Sanga-
mon County History Through the Arts II  celebration 
last month felt the magic, the vibrancy it created not 
only for artists and history fans, but also for history 
organizations working toward a common goal.   

     Friday nightôs screening of the Emmy-nominated 

Lincoln: Prelude to the Presidency provided a look 

at a less-explored segment of  Lincolnôs career, cou-

pled with first hand commentary from its writer and 

producer, Alison Davis Wood, Lincoln historian 

Guy Fraker, and Abraham Lincoln Presidential Li-

brary and Museum curator James Cornelius. Their 

remarks weighed in on the need for accuracy and 

comprehensiveness in historical documentary film-

making, areas that often get pushed aside as pseudo 

documentaries creep into mass culture cinema 

tastes. (Think Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter 

released this past summer based on Seth-Grahameï

Smithôs book and screenplay of the same name). 

      On Saturday, a cross section of local history or-

ganizations provided a good example of how 

strongly history is regarded here.  They took the 

time and effort to create comprehensive displays 

about who they are and what they do. The artists 

who demonstrated their skills embraced the concept 

of integrating art and history and put it to work, 

whether it was sculpting a model of Lincoln, work-

ing on a section of stained glass, or capturing the 

rich architectural details of the Old State Capitol on 

paper or canvas. Our Saturday mini-lecture speakers 

got it right, too, bringing the concepts of historic 

preservation down to the basics, like saving a fam-

ily heirloom or precious book. And the dozens of 

photographers who entered our first photography 

contest and the 20 finalists whose work was show 

both days attest to that shared spirit linking the past 

with the present and the present with the past. 

     It bodes well for the future, especially as we 

move forward to work more closely with fellow his-

tory organizations to promote a common goal. 

    Speaking of cooperative efforts, weôve been very 

impressed by one of our own members, Katie Spin-

dell, who for the past year or so, has been doing a 

remarkable job planning the May 2015 Lincoln Fu-

neral project, a recreation of Lincolnôs funeral here 

that could bring hundreds of thousands of visitors to 

this area in just over two years from now. 

      Her large and diverse committee, the 2015 Lin-

coln Funeral Train Coalition---that courses from 

Lincoln scholars, educators, and elected officials to 

re-enactors, horse handlers, train builders, number 

crunchers, designers, marketing execs,  public 

safety officials and more, is a wonder to watch as 

they work in tandem to bring an event to Spring-

field that hasnôt been seen in 150 years. Much about 

this project has been low key up until now, but 

donôt be surprised if that changes in the next few 

months. Katie is on the move. 

       We are too. 

       Next month youôll be learning more about our 

plans for several major late winter and spring pro-

jects in conjunction with local history organizations, 

riveting programs, and  two extra-ordinary events 

next fall. We hope you will be part of both the plan-

ning and participation process.  

 

Ahead? Working Together for a Common Goal          

http://www.sangamonhistory.org/


OCTOBER MEMBERSHIP/DONOR REPORT 
The Society welcomes these new members and also extends very special thanks to the donors listed 

below:  

NEW MEMBERS  

Sam Arnold, Guy & Ruth Ann Fraker, Benjamin Kiningham III, Brenda Larison, Sally & 

Stan Papp, Laura Redpath, Cheryl Thompson, Robert & Alison Davis Wood.  

DONORS 

Bruce & Joan Beeman, Sherri Boner, Charles & Patricia Boyce, Phyllis Brissenden,  Law-

rence & Connie Locher-Bussard, Donna G. Catlin, Chick & Nancy Chapin, George Anne 

Daly, Dorothy Ford & Les Eastep, Claire Eberle, Kathryn Harris, Will Howarth, Richard 

McLane, Dr. & Mrs. Kriegh P. Moulton, E. George Myers, Carolyn Oxtoby, Steven & 

Paula Peddicord, Paul Schanbacher, Charlene M. Vollmer, Roger & Vicky Whitaker, Dr. 

Elvin & Mrs. Sharon Zook. 

 Presidentµµ.µ......Roger Whitaker  
 Vice-Presidentµ..µClaire Eberle  
 Secretaryµµµ..µ.Mary Alice Davis  
 Treasurerµµµµ..Richard Herndon  
  

Term Ending June  2013  
Linda Bee  

 Bruce Beeman  
Elaine Hoff  

Logan McMinn 
  

Term Ending  2014  
  Patricia Davis  

Kathy Hoffmann  
Brenda Holmes  

Doug Polite  
Vicky Whitaker  

 

Term Ending  2014  
Donna Catlin  
Les Eastep 

David Grimm  
Ruth Slottag  

Francie Staggs 
 

Presidential Appointees To Board  
Marion Leach, Membership Relations Chair  

David Scott, Special Projects  Chair  
 

SCHS Coordinator  
Dr. Samuel Wheeler  

OFFICERS 

DIRECTORS                                                                                                                       
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     Members of the Sangamon County His-
torical Society were on hand on Sunday, 
September 30 at ceremony at Oak Ridge 
Cemetery Sunday, September 30 rededicat-
ing a grave marker for Jamieson Jenkins, an 
early African American Springfield citizen 
and friend of Abraham Lincoln.  
     The Society was one of five history or-
ganizations that contributed to the project 
led by the Abraham Lincoln Association. 
The others are the Lincoln Home National 
Historic Site, the Oak Ridge Cemetery As-
sociation, and the Springfield and Central 
Illinois African American History Museum.       
Arnold Monument Company of Springfield 
restored the grave marker and Oak Ridge 
Cemetery poured the grave marker founda-
tion and assisted in the rededication. 
    The ceremony, at the grave in the 
ñColored Section,ò began with a blessing 

and remarks, including those of ALA board 
member Robert Davis, who portrays Jen-
kins. Davis is also a Society member. The 
event was free and open to the public. 
     Jenkins was a mulatto born in North 
Carolina about 1810. Even though he was a 
ñfreeman,ò he had to have permission to 
travel. In the summer of 1835, he was given 
a permit to travel to Guilford County, North 
Carolina, a Quaker settlement and an impor-
tant Underground Railroad station for 
southern runaway slaves. Jenkins traveled 
north from there on the Underground Rail-
road to Indiana where he married Elizabeth 
Pelham and had a daughter, Nancy. 
     In the mid-1840s, he and his family 
moved to Springfield, where Jenkins earned 
a living as a drayman, someone who carried 
goods on a horse-drawn two-wheel cart.  

(Continued on page 6) 

MOST HAPPY FELLA: Pleasant Plains Historical Society president Dan Usherwood, 
an SCHS member, was all smiles at Clayvilleôs annual Fall Festival last month, when 
thousands of visitors to the site got a look at the restored balcony porch on the south 
side on the historic Broadwell Inn and Tavern. Work is nearing completion its north 
side counterpart. At right, the inn prior to the restoration. The Society, which owns 
and operates the site, came to the rescue of Clayville and its unique brick inn, in 2009. 
Volunteers cleared the land and repaired the buildings, restoring its historical signifi-
cance and removing it from the stateôs endangered historic sites list.  

Society Representatives Attend Special Ceremony  
September 30 Rededicating Jenkins Grave Marker  

http://www.sangamonhistory.org/
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