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Book Talk and Sangamon Valley Room Tour
To Offer New Vistas on

Society members and guests
get a twefor-one program, Tuesday™ "
April 18, a "Talk and Tour" that willjs m“i& h
combine an inside look at the :H “Iﬁhj iy
lenges of producing of a new bo ,“} “”’ 4
about Springfield's history with a told t‘ ' o
of the newly refurbished City off L)
Springfield Lincoln Library's Sanga
mon Valley Room

The "talk" portion, starting at 5:3
p.m. in Carnegie Room North, wil

field, just published by Arcadia. T
talk and tour make for a perfect fit.
Mann oversees the City of Sprin
field Lincoln Library's Sangamon Val-
ley Collection and serves as Spring-
field city historian. Garvert, a librarign
who holds a masters degree in instiuc-
tional media, worked alongside Mahn
and his predecessor, Ed Russo at | tt;

\\\\\

by

Sangamon Valley Collection for 2 A% -\

years. She retired in 2014. 717 S
The tour that will follow is just a — b

few days short of the 48th anniversary /

of the original opening of th&anga Stephanie Martin photos

mon Valley Room, an event thaRESEARCH CENTER: With new computers and redesigned research facilities, the San-

then underscored the role the Sociefya mon Val |l ey Room at the City of Springfiel

research on Sangamon County and its history. A tour will follow a talk on a new book
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Fun Mar c h, Apri |l Ys a

March was a busy month for the Society, higims walking on Adams Street to the Chicago & Alton
lighted by our very successful Trivia Night on Marchai | r oad station (todayos
18. | want to thank everyone who helped and partigiparently clubbed him to the ground and then shot him
pated in the event. It is greatly appreciated. behind the right ear with a singéhot Derringerhttp:/

As we move on to Apr i Bangamogcguntyhigtosy.org/wpi?REe269 y not i c
flowers popping out of the ground and the grass be- ,
coming greener. Spring is just around the corner, jnY April 4, 1911 - Two women were elected to the
spiring us to look toward spending more time outsigringfield School Boardhe first women to serve on a
The warming temperatures encourage us to get o _governing body. Mrs. S.J. Hanes and Mrs. Hugh T.
the house and visit so TISQn (”ecW?*P%DerS% qt dhg 6”%6 ideptified dmgr[?q i

men by err usbands6 n

historic sites. Springfield and Sangamon County h t

A h er_son Il o Awer (
so many sites that ther .%lrgpe. Hrosb%b"‘l éqm‘?.% N 91
seen. ltos an Oopportuni ,a]YQJ11()}1;t%|://;én82¥n5’n909nf£/r{>1ﬁsﬁ’e)rv.&M/ép—2§é6% n

the rich history of our community.

While youodore thinking apmgliigrshmgfsPedther réfidieVer tAlnbi- T 2
moment to renew your membership in the Societyd® y radio was a test sent from an experimental station
help us continue to preserve and promote historyy®4ed in Illiopolis sometime in April 1915. The transmit-
current and future generations. ter, operating on call letters 9ZK, reached most of lllinois

Our membership drive runs through the end of May,a Morse code message that did not require wires, a
sobesuretorenewsoon.ByS|gn|ngupnowy0uansiti0na| process knowr
wonot miss a Histaricogidr evill yos enceerecedvéd by another station, the information tended
miss learning about our interesting monthly programse passed on further via print media. The llliopolis sta-
and events, such as the upcoming look at the makin@nfwas operated by hobbyist Harry J.E. Knoft8§
the new bookfi| mages of Moder f917A,meo wrcear: oSprtihneg -1 | FStaep o |
f i e bydits authors, Curtis Mann and Linda Gankecord.http://sangamoncountyhistory.org/wp/?p=7582
on April 18. The presentation will be followed by a
tour of the newly remodeled Sangamon Valley Collecv April 15, 1926 - Charles Lindbergh pilots the first
tion. airmail flight to Springfield. http://

To celebrate our history, you may want to tak&aggamoncountyhistory.org/wp/?p=1789
look at some of the more significant historical happen- , . .
ings in Sangamon County in the month of April v April 23, 2004 - Formosa Plastics plant near lllio-
compiled by Mike Kienzler. Most are described aﬁ
more detail o {ine encyelop&i@ co

county historywww.SangamonLink.org’hey include: v April 19, 2005 - The Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library and Museum complex fully opened in public
v April 14, 1846 - The Donner Partyeaves Spring-ceremonies attended by President and Mrs. George W.
field. http://sangamoncountyhistory.org/wp/?p=63 Bush, U.S. Sens. Durbin and Barack Obama and many
others http://sangamoncountyhistory.org/wp/?p=5270
v April 29, 1871 - Sharon Tyndalelllinois Secretary
of State from 1865 to 1869, was shot to death the morn-

ing of April 29, 1871, i n what becar%, [ | do

enduring murder mystery of the 19th century. Tyndale

is catches fire and explodes, killing five workers.
é):{/s)?ngabmongoHntyhistorv.orq/wp/?p=7391

_ Historico, published 10 times a year (except July & December), is the official bulletin for

7 | members of the Sangamon County Historical Society.  Winner, Certificate of Excellence, llli-
< nois State Historical Society.

-4 You can download back issues of Historico in PDF format by going to our website,

| www. sangamohistory.org or sancohis.org. Send event announcements to historicoeditor@gmail.com.
Vicky Whitaker , Historico Editor
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Filing Deadline April 12 for Annual-
Special Project Awards Competition

Need financial underpinning for a new history project? The Sangam@h !

County Historical Society may be able to help, provided your application o ST,
Special Projects Fund grant is received by the Wednesday, April 12 deadline. & > @)

Groups and individuals can receive grants of up to $1,000. The projects| must Q
have longterm impact and be in keeping with the Society's mission to pregerve, n
and promote interest in the history of Sangamon County. Work must star afteBa. 4 Bridge to the Past \}/
July 1, 2017 and be completed by June 30, 2018. The Society awards|up tdr

$3,000 a year in the annual competition for funding
Applications are available dime at www.sangamonhistory.org. Completed OFFICERS

forms can be submitted online or mailed to the Sangamon County Historicgl $0-¢ si dent pp. . RuthSlotag .

ciety, Special Projects Committee, P.O. Box 9744, Springfield, IL 68794. | VicePr es i de nt pVicky Whitaken

Award winners wild.l be announced tSeqrigear Bloi ¢ iKadviDopefy s

more information, call 21:5525-1961. Treasurer ppppJemsmn .
Special Projects grants have been used to repair the Oak Ridge Cemetery

controller and repair a weathered, interpretive Bell Tower marker that explained DIRECTORS
that a marble slab inlaid on the Tower was the one upon which the remajns of

Abraham Lincoln were first placed in the cemetery's receiving tomb. A Spgcial Term Ending 2019
Projects grant also helped purchase equipment to establish a tree ring anhalysis Jenmie Batties

laboratory at the Illinois State Museum, and for a National Public Radio serigs on Mary Schaefer
WUIS-FM about Sangamon history. Previous grants also have underwritten per- Elaine Hoff
manent historic flora and fauna markers for a nature path at the Clayvillg His-

toric Site; and historic signage in the Village of Williamsville. Term Ending 2018

Larry Stone
Roger Whitaker
Sue Massie

Society to Take Another Look

Term Ending 2017

Troy Gilmore
At Sangamon Ordnance Plant
Sue Helm
Eugene Walker
It's said that history repeats itself. brary and then at a township hall if Cathy Mosley
That will be the case on Tuesdalliopolis, drew standing room only : . _
May 16 when the Sangamon Countyowds totaling over 200 people. Most Leaal Bruce‘mw
Historical Society brings backThe were local t e Doug Polite, Larry Stone
Sangamon Ordnance Plant: It's Impattte llliopolis- Nominating: Mary Alice Davis
and Legacy," gpowerful and compre-Buffalo area. .. —— Hospitality: Marion Leach

Publicity and Marketing: Ruth Slottag, Susan-
Helm

sive munitions operation that in theur oWn == — Publications: Roger Whitaker _
early 1940's rose on the farm fields ofembers i Do Vi Wiy o My Allee
llliopolis, drawing thousands of workSpringfield, Social Media Chair: Mary Schaefer
ers from Springfield and Decatur. unable to Special Projects: Elaine Hoff

"We've had so many requests fromake the drive out to Buffalo or lllio- Staff
people who missed its original presepelis, heard about it later and wantefl wike kienzler, SangamonLink.org Editor
tation last September in Buffalo antd see it. In fact, not a meeting ha

P%st—Presidentu. H. . M. Mary AlJi
ell

5
another that followed a few weeks latgone by since then that people haye

in lliopolis, that we wanted to bring iasked us to bring it here. It's appropr Please make note of our

to Springfield,” explained Mary Aliceate since Springfield and its people official mailing address:
Davis, coechair of the Society's promany of them our parents and grand- SCHS
gram committee. parents-as well as the city itself, were Box 9744

In both cases, the Powerpoint primegral to the plant's operation.” Springfield, lllinois
gram, first at the Buffalo Public Li- Continued on page 6) 62791 -9744
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Annual
TRIVIA

5th

NIGHT —

With the largest turnout and sponsors in its fiveyear history, the
Soci etybs
18. Some 20 tables of players competed for $375 in cash prizes,
the first and second place tables donating their winnings back

to the Society after the game ended. The Balloon Game was a
cliff hanger, with just one table out of 20 holding on for
several rounds before it too, had to pop its balloon. Emmy
award-winning public television host Mark

McDonald (right), once again emceed the event at

Chri st

t he

annual Trivia Night set a new record

Ki ngds Pari sh Hall, with Trivia

Al Gietl handling the questions, and judging by
Tony Leone, Kathy Rem, and Jerry Hopgood.

guru

Saturday, Mar c h
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