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     Ready to play Trivia? You'll get your chance 
on Saturday, March 18 when the Society holds its 
Fifth Annual Trivia Night. Doors open at 6 p.m., 
play starts at 7 p.m. at the Christ the King Parish 
Hall, 1930 Barberry Drive, Springfield. 
    If you haven't done so already, you can go to 
our website, www.sangamonhistory.org and pur-
chase  a table of 10 seats for $100 or buy an indi-
vidual ticket for $10  (we'll seat you with other 
enthusiastic trivia players).  The table that comes 
up with the most right answers will win $200, 
with second and third prizes of $100 and $75 to 
the runners up.  
     Well-known Trivia Master Al Gietl is assem-
bling the questions and will oversee evening's 
game. Emmy award-winning public television 
host and producer Mark McDonald will emcee the 
evening's events. Food and drinks will be avail-
able for a small fee, including chili prepared by 
national champion chili cook and Society member  
Les Eastep.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Fifth Annual  
Trivia Night  
March 18  

Reserve A Seat! 

GIFTED: Society President Ruth Slottag 
(left) presents speaker Kathryn Harris 
with a token of the Society½s apprecia-
tion (our SCHS mug) for her moving 
presentation on the 1908 Springfield 
Race Riot. See Page 5. 

BALLOON SUPER SALES-
WOMAN Roni Betts will be on the 
job on March 18, selling tables bal-
loons for the Balloon Contest, a tra-
ditional part of Trivia Night play.  
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    Historico, published 10 times a year (except July & December), is the official bulletin for 
members of the Sangamon County Historical Society. Winner, Certificate of Excellence, Illi-
nois State Historical Society.  
You can download back issues of Historico in PDF format by going to our website, 
www.sangamohistory.org or sancohis.org. Send event announcements to historicoeditor@gmail.com.  

    Vicky Whitaker , Historico Editor  

     March is National Womanôs History Month! 
     Although women have played a very significant role in 

American history since our countryôs formation, womenôs 

history was not celebrated until 1980, when then President 

Jimmy Carter designated the first week in March as 
Womenôs National History Week. His proclamation ex-

plained: 

     ñFrom the first settlers who came to our shores, from the 
first American Indian families who befriended them, men 

and women have worked together to build this nation. Too 

often the women were unsung and sometimes their contribu-
tions went unnoticed. But the achievements, leadership, 

courage, strength and love of the women who built Ameri-

can was as vital as that of the men 

whose names we know so well.ò  
     As a result of much lobbying in 

Congress, the ñWeekò has been 

changed to Womenôs History 
Month. You can learn more about 

this observance by going to 

www.nwhp.org. 
     Some of the early women in our nationôs history include 

Abigail Adams, wife of President John Adams who served 

as an unofficial advisor, and Betsy Ross who created the 

first American flag, but many others demonstrated similar 
courage in their endeavors through the years. Some of the 

best known are Harriet Tubman, Susan B. Anthony and 

many more. 
     In Sangamon County, a number of women are recog-

nized in our rich local history. Some of them have been 

written about by Mike Kienzler, SangamonLink.org editor.   

A few are listed below.  
     Salome Paddock Enos (1791-1877) wife of Pascal P. 

Enos, endured many hardships during her pioneer life. As a 

newly married couple, they migrated from Vermont to St. 
Louis. In 1823 Pascal opened the first land office in the 

Springfield District at the corner of Third and Jefferson 

Streets. Pascal died in 1832, leaving his young widow to 
raise their children and manage his sizeable land holdings. 

In 1837 she donated $3 million (in 1877 dollars) worth of 

property for a new State Capitol (now the Old State Capi-

tol). Her later years were spent living with her eldest daugh-
ter in her home on North Sixth Street. After her death she 

left her children one of the largest estates in the city at that 

time. 

     Eva Carroll Monroe  (1868-1950) created and operated 
the Lincoln Colored Home, the first orphanage for African 

American children in Sangamon County, from 1904 until 

1933. She was involved in the formation of the Springfield 
Colored Womenôs Club and in 1919 was elected president 

of the Illinois Federation of Colored Womenôs Clubs. 

     Susan Wilcox (1866-1943) was one of the central fig-
ures in a group of literary and political visionaries who agi-

tated and improved Springfield in the early 20th century. An 

English teacher for 46 years, she 

was an educational innovator at 
Springfield High School, starting 

a literary magazine, creating 

journalism, debate and drama 
classes. During her tenure she 

nurtured budding talents such as 

Vachel Lindsay and Robert Fitzgerald. 
     Nellie Brown Duff (1888-1971) was a reporter, screen-

writer, veteranôs advocate and provocateur in Springfield 

from 1917 until the late 1920s. She later moved to Belling-

ham, Washington, continuing similar pursuits. Duff is best 
known as a complier of the Honor Book of Sangamon 

County, 1917-1919, which recognized most of the countyôs 

World War I military veterans. 
     Elizabeth Brown Ide (1873-1978) was born into money 

and married a rich husband. She could have lived her life as 

merely a socialite, but chose to become a strong childrenôs 

advocate. She began her career as a Sunday School teacher 
at the Home of the Friendless and later became secretary of 

the homeôs board of lady managers. She worked to improve 

living conditions and mortality rate of children in Spring-
field. 

     To read more about these courageous women go to 

www.SangamonLink.org.  

In Celebration of Women½s History Month! 

Myvt {ol Wylzpklu{.z Klzrººººº555555555555555555Ruth Slottag   

http://www.sangamonhistory.org/
http://www.nwhp.org
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Please make note of our  

official mailing address: 

SCHS 
Box 9744  

Springfield, Illinois ,  
62791 -9744  

HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE... 

 
Committee Chairs  

   Legal: Bruce Beeman  
   Finance: Doug Polite, Larry Stone  
   Nominating: Mary Alice Davis  
   Hospitality: Marion Leach  
   Publicity and Marketing: Ruth Slottag, Susan-
Helm 
   Publications: Roger Whitaker  
   Programs & Special Events:  Mary Alice         
Davis, Vicky Whitaker  
   Social Media Chair:  Mary Schaefer 
   Special Projects: Elaine Hoff  
 

Staff 
    Mike Kienzler, SangamonLink.org Editor  

 

MARCH 2017  MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

     The Society welcomes the following new members:   
 

Lois Jazo, Nicholas and Mary Penning,Veronica Robinson 

April 18 Book and Look  

Mann, Garvert to Profile Latest Book 
Lead Sangamon Valley Room Tour  

     If you haven't had a chance to tour the 
newly refurbished and expanded Sangamon 
Valley Room and its vast collection of pub-
lications, photos, maps, and more at the 
City of 
S p r i n g -
f i e l d ' s 
L i n c o l n 
L i b r a r y, 
you'll get 
the oppor-
tunity on 
Tuesday, 
April 18 
as part of 
a "Talk and Tour" sponsored by the Sanga-
mon County Historical Society. 
     The "talk" portion, starting at 5:30 p.m. 
in Carnegie Room North, will feature au-
thors Curtis Mann and Linda Garvert dis-
cussing their latest book, Images of Modern 

America: Springfield, just published by 
Arcadia. Mann oversees the City of Spring-
field Lincoln Library's Sangamon Valley 
Collection and serves as Springfield city 
historian. Garvert, a librarian who holds a 
masters degree in instructional media, 
worked alongside Mann and his predeces-
sor, Ed Russo at  the Sangamon Valley 
Collection for 29 years. She retired in 2014. 
Mann, Garvert and Ed Russo, who is also 
retired, have collaborated nearly a dozen 
books together. All three are members of 
the Sangamon County Historical Society, 
Mann a past president, Garvert and Russo, 
Life Members. 
     For the newest book, Mann and Garvert 
assembled and described 1960s and 1970s 
photos, many in color and most taken by 
amateur photographers, that illustrate how 
Springfield changed in that era.  

(Continued on page 4) 

     With the number of 
individual entries ap-
proaching a thousand, 
SangamonLink.org, Mike 
Kienzler, editor of the 
Society's on-line and 
searchable encyclopedia 
of Sangamon County his-
tory has added several 
new entries to the site's 
every expanding compen-
dium. This time it offers 
an opportunity to expand 
your knowledge of every-
thing from an ill-fated 
former mill to a slice of 
pizza history. 

       Among the newest 
entries is the back story 

on the landmark Wolf 
Creek Mill (also known 
as Constantôs Mill)  on 
Wolf Creek in Williams 
Township, 
about three 
and a half 
miles south-
east of Wil-
liamsvil le. 
Its founder 
and fate through changes 
in ownership are detailed 
through information pro-
vided by contributor Cur-
tis Mann. 

You can check out the 
history of your favorite 
slice of pizza on Sanga-

monLink.org, by search-
ing for ñPizza in Spring-
fieldò. The latest addition 
is about Saputoôs Twins 

Corner, opened by twin 
brothers Frank and Joe in 
September 1948 at Eighth 
and Monroe Streets.      
When the opening was 
announced in the Illinois 
State Journal, the culi-

Mann                Garvert 

SangamonLink.org Continues to Grow  

(Continued on page 4) 

Mill, Pizza, and a Cattle Baron  
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Authors to Speak  
Followed By Tour  
of Library Redo  

(Continued from page 3) 
"Telling the rich and colorful history of a 
community like Springfield for a 20-year 
period in just 95 pages is a difficult task in 
itself, the authors noted in the book's intro-
duction. "Our subtle theme is the changing 
environment, changes that were quite dra-
matic when compared with other eras." Im-
ages of a Modern America: Springfield, is 
divided into chapters on tourism and his-
toric preservation, education, entertainment, 
commerce, civic, and events. 
      Following their presentation, attendees 
will be able to tour the newly expanded 
Sangamon Valley Room on the third floor, 
part of a 
major li-
brary reno-
vation pro-
ject made 
p o s s i b l e 
through a 
$1.9 million 
gift to the 
library from 
the estate of 
Joe and 
Rose De-
Frates.  
      The talk 
and tour  
will be a 
few days 
short of the 
48th anni-
versary of 
the original 
opening of 
the Sanga-
mon Valley 
Room, an 
event that 
then underscored the role the Society played 
in its creation, design, and financial support. 
At a dedication ceremony at its opening on 
April 22, 1977, Society officials noted that 
it climaxed "the dreaming stage of our Soci-
ety's plan for a permanent collection of Cen-
tral Illinois historical data," that would con-
tinue to grow "because of the awareness that 
the time of records of the present become 
almost immediately the history of the past."  
The Society continues to provide financial 
support for the Sangamon Valley Collection 
as needed. 

ERA CAPTURED: Curtis 

Mann and Melina Garvertôs  

newest book, Image of Modern 

America: Springfield, takes a 

photographic journey of the 

city in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Theyôll discuss their work at 

the Societyôs April 18 meeting. 

April 12 Deadline Looms  
For Special Project Awards  

     The clock is ticking for those seeking funds for a small but significant local 
history project but don't have the funds to do it. Applications to be considered for 
support from the Sangamon County Historical Society through its Special Pro-
jects Fund must be received by Wednesday, April 12. 

     "The Society is now taking applications for funding new 
historic projects within the county that carry out our mis-
sion to preserve and promote interest in the history of 
Sangamon County," explained Special Projects Fund 
committee chair Elaine Hoff in announcing this year's 
annual competition.  
     ñGroups and individuals are invited to apply for 

grants of up to $1,000 for projects which must start after  
July 1, 2017, and be completed by June 30, 2018.ò The 
Society awards up to $3,000 for such projects each year. 

     Special Projects grants have been used to repair 
the Oak Ridge Cemetery bell controller and repair 
a weathered, interpretive Bell Tower marker that 
explained that a marble slab inlaid on the Tower 
was the one upon which the remains of Abraham 
Lincoln were first placed in the cemetery's receiv-

ing tomb. A Special Projects grant also helped pur-
chase equipment to establish a tree ring analysis 
laboratory at the Illinois State Museum, and for a 
National Public Radio series on WUIS-FM about 
Sangamon history. Previous grants also have under-
written permanent historic flora and fauna markers 
for a nature path at the Clayville Historic Site; and 
historic signage in the Village of Williamsville. 
     Applications are available on-line at 
www.sangamonhistory.org. Completed forms can 
be submitted online or mailed to the Sangamon 

County Historical Society, Special Projects Committee, P.O. Box 9744, Spring-
field, IL 62791-9744. 
     Award winners will be announced at the Societyôs annual dinner in June. For 
more information, call 217- 525-1961. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

AWARD chair Elaine 

Hoff (above) will be guid-

ing her committee 

through its review of 2017 

applications. Individuals 

and groups must send in 

their requests by April 

12. 

Mills, Pizza and More on SangamonLink.org  
(Continued from page 3) 

nary highlights included 
ñsandwiches and chilli,ò 
dinners and lunches ï 
but not pizza.   It wasnôt 
until 1952 that Twins 
Corner advertised itself 
as the ñHouse of Pizza 
in 5 Delicious Ways.ò 
     Shorthorn catt le 
breeder J. Frank Prather 
gets a closer look on 
SangamonLink.org as 
does his connection to 

Price-Prather House in 
Williamsville, which is 
listed on the National 
Register of Historic 
Places, "partially for its 
architectural features, 
but also for its connec-
tion to Prather," Kien-
zler writes.  
     The house, built by 
another cattle dealter, 
James Price in 1835, and 
was eventually sold to 
Pratherôs father in 1813. 

Prather, in turn, deeded 
it to his son in 1882 for 
ñ$1 and natural love and 
affection.ò 
    Contributors are al-
ways welcome to pro-
vide historical informa-
tion, articles and photos 
to SangamonLink.org. 
    Check out "Writing 
for SangmonLink" for 
the guidelines both for 
submitting articles and 
photographs. 
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Taking A NEW LOOK  Taking A NEW LOOK  
at The 1908at The 1908   
  SpringfieldSpringfield   
  Race RiotRace Riot   

Larry Stone photos 

With an overflow audience that packed the City of Springfield's Lincoln Library Car-
negie Room North on February 21, Kathryn Harris had no trouble drawing attention 
to her visual presentation on the 1908 Springfield Race Riot. The audience was riv-
eted to the images. 
    Harris, president of the Abraham Lincoln Association and a Life Member and 
past president of the Sangamon County Historical Society, assembled the Power-
point from historical photos, news accounts, and maps for an event that up until 
recently, was rarely known or discussed.  
     Though it made headlines around the nation in 1908, in more modern 
times, the riot that brought death, looting, and destruction to the area's Af-
rican-American community in mid August of 1908, was noted in passing 
if at all in public school and college history curriculums here, Harris said.  
It wasn't until the mid 2000s that an Iles elementary school student pro-
ject evolved into an effort for the city to acknowledge its past. In 2008, 
the 100th anniversary of the race riot, city and community organiza-
tions held numerous events, placed markers and arranged for a per-
manent bronze sculpture to be created and placed in Union 
Square  Park, adjacent to the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Museum. 
     The Powerpoint included photos of some of the esti-
mated 5,000 rioters, old postcards, scenes of the destruction 
and murder sites, the victims and two women whose lies and 
actions incited the riot. When it ended, two blacks were mur-
dered, five white men killed from assorted wounds inflicted by the 
militia or incidential rioting,  100 persons of both races were hospi-
talized, 40 black homes burned and nearly two dozen businesses 
destroyed, Harris noted. 
   In the last weeks of August 1908, a grand jury convened and brought 
107 indictments against nearly 80 individuals who allegedly partici-
pated in the riots. The state managed only one conviction, a 20 year-
old Russian vegetable peddler who was charged with stealing a sword 
belonging to Illinois National Guard officer. He was fined $25 and 
sentenced to 30 days in jail. Kathy Dehen photo 

Kathryn  

Harris  

http://www.sangamonhistory.org/
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Annual Trivia Night to Benefit Society Projects, Programs  
(Continued from page 1) 

   This yearôs round sponsors 
include Scheels; Kone Eleva-
tor & Escalator; Massie & 
Massie Associates; Marine 
Bank; Maddox Dentistry; 
Rammelkamp Bradney, Attor-
neys-At-Law; Illinois National 
Bank; Josh Langfelder, Sanga-
mon County Recorder; Kristen 
DiCenso, Candidate for Ward 
6 Alderman; and Flagg Farm-
stead. 
     The game is played in 10 
rounds, each round with 10 
questions that may be visual 
or audio. One player at each 
table oversees an answer sheet 
that reflects the consensus of 
that table's players. After each 
round, each table has a few 
minutes to fill in any blanks or 
change its answers, after 
which their answer sheet is 
brought over to a panel of 
judges who review the an-
swers and give each table a 
score from zero to 10. And 
there's a way for a table to 
leave a blank space if they 
don't know the answer, with-
out hurting their score: the 
Mulligan! 
     Before the trivia game offi-
cially begins at 7 p.m., each 
table will be able to purchase 

GROUND RULES: There are some universal rules 
about playing Trivia. You can't use a cell phone, 
computer, or tablet to look up the answers, for one. 
In fact, all those electronic gadgets must be out of 
sight during the course of the evening. Thst goes for 
all other reference materials except, of course, your 
fellow tablemates. Be sure to put your cell phone on 
silent mode. Thereôs no smoking in the building. 
And in case you forget, the Rules and an explana-
tion of how to play the game will be listed on a tent 
card on every table. If youôre curious how youôre 
doing as compared to the other tables, the running 
score  will be projected on the wall. 

     Every wonder how playing Trivia 
became a national pastime? If you're 
thinking that it goes back to the introduc-
tion of the Trivial Pursuit board game by 
Selchow and Richter in 1982, you'd be 
wrong. 
    Although its roots are even older, the 
modern game we play was organized in 
the 1960s by two Columbia University 
college students, Dan Carlinsky and Ed 
Goodgold who used the term "Trivia" in 
a college newspaper article,  to describe a 
casual parlor game in which fellow col-

lege students traded questions and an-
swers about pop culture. Goodgold and 
Carlinsky started organizing trivia con-
tests and parlayed their avocation into 
writing a series of trivia books (the first, 
Trivia, published by Dell, hit the New 
York Times Best Seller list). The book 
was followed by several more that 
brought the pair fame if not fortune. 
      Carlinsky went on to become a well-
known magazine journalist, author, and 
literary agent. Goodgold was the first 
manager of the singing group, Sha Na 

Na, composed of some members of a 
Columbia Univeristy a 
cappella group. Four 
years later, he co-
authored "Rock 'n' Roll 
Trivia" just as he and 
the William Morris 
Agency began steering 
Sha Na Na's career. 
Goodgold retired last 
June as assistant to the 
Dean of  New York University's Partner-
ship School Program.  

Solving  a History Mystery: How and When Did Playing Trivia Begin?  

 a strip of 10 stick-on Mulli-
gans, stickers that can be 
pasted on the answer sheet in 
place of only one of the ten 
answers in each round. With a 
Mulligan in place of a blank 
space for  question you and 
your tablemates couldn't an-
swer, you'll get credit for the 
question as if you answered it 
correctly. A strip of 10 Mulli-
gans will cost $10 per table 
 

   There's another way to also 
come home with a prize:  A 
table can purchase  a balloon 
for $10 for the Balloon Round 
Game.   
   When you look at the score 
sheet, you will see that in 
each round, one of the 10 
questions is clearly desig-
nated as the ñBalloon Roundò 
question. That means that if 
you are playing the Balloon 
Round Game, your table must 
correctly answer that question 
correctly. And if youôre in the 
game, a  Mulligan cannot be 
used on a Balloon Round 
question.  
   If your table had the wrong 
answer, you must immedi-
ately pop that balloon!  
     The table with the last bal-
loon tethered to it,  wins the 

Game, the glory, and half 
the money collected for the 

Balloon game.   If there is 

a tie after the balloon round 

question in the 10th round, 
the tied tables will split the 

prize money collected for 

the Balloon game. 

http://www.sangamonhistory.org/

