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The lllinois State Fair takes topon board members Pam Gray and
billing this month when experts on itfom Fitch, who will bring both stories
colorful history share stories about théexd visuals to illustrate the annyal

161 yearold event with members o vent 6s rich history.,
the Sangamon County Historical Soci- The Foundation operates a museum 'I ‘ ‘.
ety and their guests. on the north end of the Grandstand L ;

hat

The free program, on Tuesday, M&§ open daiI.y throughout the fair fro 4
20 at the City ofOagpynildpgm. iPlans gre afoot) ‘
Library, will begin at 5:30 p.m. in Car€Xpand its operations during th_e year;
negie Room North. The public is in- Gray founded the Museum in 1994
vited as well as Society members ahdd € same year si@
their guests. Volunteer Chair, a position she siill*s

Providing fare about the Fair wilf©!ds in overseeing some 150 Feft =
be lllinois State Fair Museum Founda- (Continued on page 6)

At Historic Sangamo Club, June 17
Reserve a Seat Now for Annual Dinner, Elections, Auction

Reservations are now beingerson, can be purchased fby this case, Kathryn Harrisence and Technical Services
taken online and by mail formail (see form, page )8 by Director of Library Services forand was named ISHL Director
the Sangamon County Historisending a check and the form the Abraham Lincoln Presidenin 1996. With the opening of
cal Soci et y6s thenSodayl atdBor n9&44tialh labtrary (formerly the Illi- the ALPL in 2004, Harris as-
will be held on Tuesday, Jun8pringfield, IL 627919744. nois State Historical Library). sumed her current
17 at the historic Sangamo CluBaid reservations can also be A native of Carbondaleprevious library experience
in Springfield. made oHine through the Soci-Harris is a graduate of Southincludes positions at the lllinois

The club is located at 228t y 6 s w sabgamantes-era lilinois University, Carbon-State Library, the SIU School
East Adams Street. @gite tory.org. All Reservations/dale, and the University of llli-of Medicine Library, Florida
parking adjoins the building. Apayment must be received hyis Graduate School of Liinternational University, and

cocktail hour, with a cash bafriday, June 6. brary and Information Sciencd, he City of Spri
will run from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 As is tradition, the keynotdJrbana. coln Library.
p.m. followed by dinner. speaker will be the Society Harris joined the ISHL staff

Tickets, priced at $30 pepresident from a decade earlian 1990 as Supervisor of Refer-  (Continued on page 6)
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M That %s wher p 5
. SCHS members_were
Coming Down the Home S [h¢aded last mo@h in
. back t f
Special July 23 Progr a |, i Adraham Linc
Presidential Library.
Calendaruuuuuuuu LK See what they found
Di nner Reservation For [LonpPgqeBA-5.
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Coming Down The Home Stretch

It hardly seems like two years have gonednd politics rolled into one.
since taking over the reins of presidency of the * kK
Sangamon County Historical Society, but it And speaking of special opportunities, our
has been. Ne xt mo n t deep fejt than&sl go tobJamesv @otneélius gandi
new president, by all expectations Mary Aliseat hr yn Harri s for the
Davis, whose leadership track record and haxgr of the Lincoln Presidential Library that
work over the past years has more than qubky gave Society members on April 15. It was
fied her for the job. a unique experience on many levels and |

Youol | be readi ng ikmow Igspeakafdr allrthosd eho garticipatadbiro u
of the candidates for the executive board #mel event, that it was enjoyable, exciting, and
board of di r e c tHistorgo, illuminating o tlearnmin gréathdetail about this
but | have to tell you that they will be joiningteuly wonderful resource in our midst both for
board that knows how to work hard togetheste hol ars and the gene;]
get things done. It has been a pleasure working count bot h of you
with al/l of t hem. Inbenmbe e Isi. g PAtnedd ,wed® s e | b mc
Mary Alice is, that most of the board membéng Kathryn speak next month at our annual
whose terms are up have already volunteatiather, 10 years after completing her term as
to continue committee work and pursue speesident of the Sangamon County Historical
cial projects that will be coming up in the yeBociety.
ahead. * % %

Wedore already well into scheduling our
and winter program with some special evenisn  comi ng weeks youdl
and activities i n t Wationngbout renening yoyromemdhenship Hog a
about these next month. We have some othére comi ng year. Wedve
exciting things happnshapethatin filiagtout yoaruenewal, ypue
ing and hearing about in coming weeks. ~ may see fit to add a little extra in the form of a

| do want to urge you to put July 23 @lpnation to our Special Projects Fund that has
your <calendar. We ubkegome a sgnifigants@uice ofnssippert fog la-r
the busy summer that most of us experier@, history projects that are making a differ-
but when some special opportunity con®f¥e in th(_% Sangamon County communities in
along, we would be remiss not offering it ‘thich we live.
our members. Such is the case with the taltve 6d | i ke t o do mor
by author Gill en Do Agurfipancigbhelg. A few axtraedollars really
through his special connection to Dave Bra@§h go a long way.

Thank you Dave for creating this chance to get
a different take on history, climate, economics, Roger

f
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8 Historico, published 10 times a year, is the official monthly bulletin for members of the
~|Sangamon County Historical Society. Winner, 2013 Ceriificate of Excellence, lllinois State
Historical Society.

{You can download back issues of Historico in PDF format by going to our website, sangamon-

~/nistory.org or sancohis.org. Send event announcements to historicoeditor@gmail.com.
Vicky Whitaker , Historico Editor, Donna Catlin , Photographer
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Special July 23 Program On Tambora
Has Link to Local Historian Dave Brady

Though the Sangamon County Histoi©harles Matheny and John Taylowho
cal Societyds mo n tnaatlyybanknuptedtthie Btatesof Ilinoss inahle
take a hiatus for July and August, there di@20s, all as a fallout from the Tambota
exceptions. This July will be one of them! explosion.

The Society will be teaming up with the  The Mt. Tambora explosion is, to thi
lllinois Historic Preservation Agency, thday, thelargest ever recorded by humans
lllinois State Historical Society, and th&he volcano, which is still active, is one ¢f
Old State Capitol Foundation on Wednéahe tallest peaks in the Indonesian archipel-
day, July 23 to cénost a special presentago. When it blew up, the noise could Ipe
tion by University of lllinois at Urbansheard more than 1,200 miles away. The
Champaign English professor Gilledeath toll from the eruption was estimated
D6 Arcy Wood o nTantbora, atimE080 peaple, lspewing heavy clouds|of OFFICERS
the Eruption That Changed The Worldash that cause& temporary worldwide
The program, starting at 6 p.m., will beimate change that led to crop failure, star-
held at the Old State Capitol, Springfield. vation and disease in the northern he

What does an 1815 volcanic explosi@phere. In the United States, 1816 becamdice-Pr e s i d e n tRuth Slottag. p
half way around the world have to do witknown as théi Ye ar Wi t h Kikt
Sangamon County? ler frosts ruined crops in New England andTr e a s ur e r RighargiHerndon

A lot. in Europe, the cold and wet weather rotted

And much to the relief of lontime So- crops in the field. DIRECTORS
ciety member and history researcher DaBat what was af' T Ending 2014
Brady of Springfield, more people shoultisaster in ermP tr:i iln% 2
be able to make the connection after listdhngland Kaﬂ?y Hfiman
ing to Wood speak and reading his bo&kirope, was g Brenda Holmes
which came out in April while Wood wadoon to the Mid- Doug Polite
on sabbatical in his native Australia. Thigest. Then Amer Vicky Whitaker
will be the first time Wood will be discuss- c a6 s we
ing his work since its publication. The bodier, the Midwest
has already won favorable reviews fromas less affecteq
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Term Ending 2015

i-Pr esi dent pRogenWhitaker . |.

SexXummer y pu p pElaipgHoff pj.

Publ i s herNatire Weleh& Wall by the harsh le’””a Catlin
es Eastep
Street Journal weather and as { David Grimm
Brady, who will be introducing Woodresult, farmers herg Mary Alice Davis
served as a consultant to the author. were able to sel Francie Staggs
Brady is no stranger to the relationshipeir produce in domestlc and oversefas
between Tambora and lllinois. markets at a high price. With a growing Term Ending 2016
In October, 2006, he spoke to the Soamarket for their produce, Midwest farmers . Rebecca Cisco
ety aThe Ranic di 1819, Its Causpressured local governments to provifle Kathy Dehen
and Effects i rthe finkan- themowithsa newisautcas rto/bporiow monay. Sue Massie
cial catastrophe rooted in the aftermath B&nks were thought to be the answer gnd Cathy Mosley
the Mount Tambora explosion in Apristates and territories took charge by charter- David Scott
1815. Bradyds f i nding dozensmpraviding i fdarrsers vnéthy thg n
print when his remarks were published Inyeans to get cash that was needed upntil PPeQdem'a,{,,'zﬁc?r? Lr,[}jfhs To Board
the Society in a booklet of the same natteir crop could be sold. At the same time, Membership Relations Chair
that eventually made its way to Wood. many Europeans fled to the United States Bruce Beeman
Brady later expanded upon his reseasdeing it as a haven from their economic Legal Chair
in a second Society presentation in 20@dight. Once here, they looked west as| a Claire Eberle
AiFraud on tthat detBiledtineway eorstarba new life, Brady noted in h|s Membership Chair
actions taken by t foloweptaki Springfieldbs then _
most prominent citizedsElijah  lles, (Continued on page 6) SCHS Executive Coordinator
Dr. Samuel Wheeler
MAY 2014 MEMBERSHIP & DONATION REPORT Please make note of our official
. . ) mailing address:
The Society welcomes the following new members: SCHS
Ann Jones, Linda Tinkham
) ) Box 9744
And thanks the following for donations: Springfield, Illinois
Dr. Mark and Jackie Hansen, Donna Catlin 62791 9744
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at the

Abraham Lincoln |
Presidential Library

THATO S THE PLACE s ome 50
members of the Society were in
April 15 for a special backroom
tour of the Presidential Library that
included a oneof-a kind close up
peek at some of the most coveted S
artifacts in the Libraryse
holdings and a topto-bottom look " ’
at the extensive lllinois State His-

toric Library. Divided in two, as
one group led by Kathryn Harris,
Director of Library Services, toured |
the library stacks and workrooms, =
the other gathered in a large meet-
ing room where white-gloved Lin-
coln Curator James Cornelius page
5 top) carefully handled more than
a dozen items that are part of a
extensive rotating collection of itemd
associated with
presidency including a clock from
the Lincoln-Herndon law office, a
gold and diamond heart necklacd
that President Lincoln purchased
for his wife Mar
handwritten version of the Gettys-
burg address and the blooestained
fan Mrs. Lincoln held the night her
husband was shot
ter. Harris, meanwhile, took tour
goers through the floors of stacks
and modern storage and work ar
eas, explaining how art, photos ang
printed material are preserved for
use by scholars, researchers, al
others interested in lllinois history.
The collection includes handmads
miniature books (displayed, fa
right, by Harris) from The Press of
the late Ward Schori of Evanston
often referred |
miniatur e books.
right, tour takers view originals of
the book,i Twel ve Ye an
which the recent Academy Award EEESYIEReEITR ol
winning film was based.
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