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DRINK UP: The 
Society has new 
mugs perfect 
for a cup of 
java on a chilly 
morning. More 
about them on 
page 3.  

SCHS Co-Hosting Special  
Feb.2 Show at Hoogland  
...And You½re Invited! 

     Blizzards, rain storms, 
floods, heat waves, tornadoes. 
     State Climatologist Jim An-
gel has seen them all.  
     And if Mother Nature does-
nôt throw us a curve ball in the 
form of a heavy 
snowstorm for our 
next general meet-
ing, Tuesday, Janu-
ary 21, youôll learn 
more about the 
areaôs climate pat-
terns and how they 
have shaped our history from a 
weather guru who deals with it 
on a daily basis.  
     Joining Dr. Angel in this 
dual expert look at ñHow 
Weather Made Historyò will be 
city historian Curtis Mann, 
manager of the city libraryôs 
Sangamon Valley Collection, 

who has been researching his-
torically-important storms, 
droughts and other weather-
related situations that  impacted 
on the development of Sanga-
mon County.  

      The meeting, free 
and open to the pub-
lic, begins at 5:30 
p.m. in Carnegie 
Room North at the 
City of Springfieldôs 
Lincoln Library, 326 
South Seventh Street. 

Underground parking is avail-
able beneath the library. 
     Based at the University of 
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, 
Dr. Angel has been the Illinois 
State Climatologist since 1997 
and began work at the Illinois 

(Continued on page 6) (Continued on page 6) 

Blowing in January 21:  

When Weather  
 Made History  
State Weather Guru, City Historian to  

Look How Storms, Heat Shaped Cou nty 

     ANGEL       MANN 

     If actor Kevin Bacon is right, there are only six or fewer 
links between everyone on earth, Abe Lincoln included. 
 

     Members of the Sangamon County Historical Society will 
be able to see that theory tested first hand on in early Febru-
ary in a special afternoon theatrical production designed to 
delight history buffs and theater goers alike. 
 

    In conjunction with Lincoln Land Community Collegeôs 
Community Learning Program and the Hoogland Center for 
the Arts, the Society is co-hosting a special, professional pro-
duction of ñSix Degrees of Kevin Bacon Abe Lincolnò on 
Sunday, February 2 at 2 p.m. 
 

     The show, featuring Fritz Klein as Lincoln, will be held in 
the Centerôs Theatre Three.  Tickets, which must be ordered 
through the Hoogland Center box office, will be $16 for Soci-
ety members.  Tickets are now on sale, but you must identify 
yourself as a Society member to get the lower rate. General 
admission tickets for the production are $18 per person. Free 
garage parking is available adjacent to the Hoogland Center. 
      Tickets can be ordered by phone by calling the box office 
at 523-2787 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday 
and two hours before a performance or by ordering on-line at 
www.hcfta.org. The Center is located at 420 South Sixth 
Street. 
      Klein, a Springfield resident, is one of the nationôs best 
known Lincoln re-enactors, performing as the 16th President 
across the country and internationally since 1981.  He has 
appeared as Lincoln on the History Channel, the Discovery 
Channel, National Geographic Television, C-SPAN.   
 
 

http://www.hcfta.org
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    Historico, published 10 times a year, is the official monthly bulletin for members of the 
Sangamon County Historical Society. Winner, 2013 Certificate of Excellence, Illinois State 
Historical Society.  
You can download back issues of Historico in PDF format by going to our website, sangamon-
history.org  or sancohis.org. Send event announcements to historicoeditor@gmail.com.  

    Vicky Whitaker , Historico Editor, Donna Catlin , Photographer  

     Individually and as an organization, the 
start of the New Year usually inspires us to 
gather our thoughts on what has been accom-
plished in the previous year and what we hope 
to see happen ahead.  
    The passing year has been good to us as an 
organization. Our programs have been packed, 
our speakers spectacular, our finances solid, 
and our membership growing. Still, that gives 
us no cause to sit back. 
     The months ahead will provide new chal-
lenges and have not gone unnoticed by your 
board and officers. We still have a lot of work 
to do in the area of membership, education, 
program development, partnerships, fundrais-
ing and more. 
       We have been especially buoyed by the 
interest in our Special Projects Fund. For the  
committee, which oversees the grant process 
that goes with awarding up to $3,000 a year, it 
has been a learning process coupled with 
tough decision making. They are learning that 
it isnôt easy giving money away. In fact, it is 
very difficult to decide between a lot of very 
meritorious ideas for which a small amount of 
funding can bring big results. The process is 
helping shape Society policy in terms of the 
types of projects that make sense to fund, 
given the limited amount of money we have to 
work with. 
     It has also prompted a discussionðsure to 
continue over coming weeksðon reaching out 
to our members and beyond to build up and 
sustain the Special Projects Fund so that the 
monies raised nearly two years ago for this 
purpose in honor of the Societyôs 50th anni-

versary, will not evaporate in the future. The 
mail campaign that raised funds for Special 
Projects was the first of its kind in the history 
of the organization. The success with which its 
proceeds have been used is testament to how 
small grants can make a big difference in 
building community understanding of local 
history.  
    Special thanks go out to Donna Catlin, 
David and Virginia Scott and New Yorkers 
Meg and Bob Gary who in recent months have 
made individual and significant donations to 
the Societyôs Special Projects Fund. If a spe-
cial campaign materializes this spring with 
that Fund in mind, we hope you will consider 
joining their lead in supporting what we think 
will become a major source of important fund-
ing for Sangamon County history organiza-
tions and individual projects in the future. 
                                      * * *  
     We hope you will join us on February 2 at 
the Hoogland Center for Six Degrees of Kevin 
Bacon Abe Lincoln. Itôs not that we have any-
thing against Kevin Bacon. Heôs a fine actor, 
but Abraham Lincoln sounds so much better in 
this fun and informative bit of theatre. Weôre 
pleased Lincoln Land Community College 
asked us to partner with them on this and are 
equally delighted that the Hoogland Center 
sees the value in this special program. 
      We have lots of other projects in the 
works, not the least of which is our annual 
History Trivia Night coming up on March 22. 
Weôll tell you more about that and other events 
in February. Until then, Happy New Year! 
 

Looking Back, Looking Ahead in 2014  

http://www.sangamonhistory.org/
http://www.sangamonhistory.org/
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Please make note of our new 

 mailing address: 

SCHS 
Box 9744  

Springfield, Illinois ,  
62791 -9744  

 Society Mugs Make Debut This Month  

     Copies of the Orange Judd Farmer 
Pictorial Community Album of Rochester 
Township and Village, a point-in-time 
book that includes 67 pages of street-by- 
street photos of virtually every home and 
farm in Rochester and their occupants as of 
1918, has been reproduced anew by the 
Rochester Historical Preservation Society. 
 

     The pictorial look at the community and 
its people is the version updated and copy-
righted  in 1995 by Compass Point Produc-
tions which has given the Society permis-
sion to reproduce the document to which it 
added a 1894 Rochester Township Plat 
Map, 1990s maps, and an index.  
 

     The book is available through Carol 
Strick, a Rochester Historical Preservation 
Society and SCHS member who is over-
seeing the project. The Rochester Histori-
cal Preservation Society is an institutional 
member of SCHS. 
       The original album, unique for its 
time, is hard to find. And like its predeces-
sor, there were few copies to be found of 
the version reproduced in 1995, says 

Strick. The reproduced 1995 edition is 
priced at $30 plus postage where applica-
ble and can be ordered by calling 494-
9212. 
       Even when published in 1918, Orange 
Judd and Company, a Chicago-based agri-
cultural and scientific book and journal 
publishing company, recognized its histori-
cal potential. In the Forward, also repro-
duced in the later edition, it foresaw that 
ñas time rolls on, bearing with the many 
changes in scenes and destiny, this work 
will be of priceless value to those who 
have sentiment for the old homestead, the 
scenes of childhood, and the homes of rela-
tives, friends and neighbors.ò 
 
 

     By the late 1800s, Orange Judd and 
Company was a major publisher of  agri-
cultural and scientific books. Its owner, 
Orange Judd (1822-1892) spent much of 
his professional life turning scientific jar-
gon into readable material for the ordinary 
farmer. In 1888, Judd purchased a rival 
agricultural journal, The Farmer, renam-
ing it the Orange Judd Farmer.    

Historic Rochester Pictorial Back in Print  

     Members of the Sangamon County Historical Society will be able to sip their 

morning brew in something familiar starting this 

month: a sturdy, dishwasher and microwave safe mug 

carrying the Societyôs logo. The mugs will be avail-

able for sale at meetings starting this month, at $5 for 

members, $7 for non-members, and on-line for an 

additional postage and handling fee. 

     ñThe mugs, purchased locally, are well made,ò 

noted vice-president Ruth Slottag, head of the Soci-

etyôs marketing and communications committee. ñAs 

a promotional tool, we have long wanted something 

to give to speakers and others, something that carried 

our name and message. The  mugs serve that purpose 

well and the designðour logo with the lovely covered bridge at Sugar Creekð 

is an attractive reminder of our organization and the efforts of our members to 

preserve and support local history.ò 

 

DECEMBER 2013/JANUARY 2014 MEMBERSHIP & DONOR REPORT 
 

The Society welcomes the following new members:  
Ken Belton, Daniel Boroweic, Cecilia Cornell, Mark R. DePue,  Su Youn DePue, 

Joseph Dombrowski, Rebecca Dombrowski, Bernie Goulet, Jerry Jacobson, 
Robert  Patterson, Valerie Patterson, Carole Strick, Daniel Strick, and institutional 

member, the Tri City Public Library, Chet Brandt, Director. 
 And  offers thanks to these Special Projects Fund donors: 

Meg and Robert  Gary (in honor of Roger and Vicky Whitaker) 

David and Virginia Scott 

http://www.sangamonhistory.org/
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PartyParty   TTTime ime    
at the 
at the   

Old State 
Old State CCCapitol

apitol   
BIG WINNER Gary Vitale won the 
top prize: a huge glass apothecary  jar 
filled with luscious chocolates, in a 
contest that was part of the fun, food, 
and fellowship at the Societyôs annual 
holiday party December 10 at the Old 
State Capitol. Janine Toman, below 
left, and Barbara Frey were the run-
ners up. About 90 attended the event.   

Donna Catlin photos  

http://www.sangamonhistory.org/

