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Mannos HeBayt
Nets Rare Photo of
Springfield

When it comes to finding old photos and
documents about Springfield, eBay, the on-
line auction and shopping website, is a
regular stop for Curtis Mann, manager of
the Sangamon Valley Collection at Spring—
field’ s Lincoln Li

“1"m pretty metho
setting time aside each week to search for
items tagged “Spr
many abbreviations--even misspellings--in
search of that rare treasure.

In March, he hit pay dirt!

Mann found two photographs of Spring-
field taken in the 1870s. The seller identi-
fied one of t he p
Springfield.” The
Cemetery. Both were stereoscopic images
taken by Scibird and Cressey, a Blooming-
ton, Illinois firm whose photographer, says
Mann, apparently travelled to Springfield

(Continued on page 6)
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From the President’s Desk

Faragher 0s

As you have read in Historico, the author of a nota-

QWragher Reception Part of

Socie
ort

The Sangamon County His-
torical Society will kick off its
50™ Anniversary celebration on
Tuesday, April 26, with a re-
ception honoring noted histo-
rian Dr. John Mack Faragher.

in th Pubh(i Affairs
taur@n aPiite
sity of Illinois in Sprln%ﬁeld
pheteedd,
public lecture at 7 p.m. in the
Brookens Library Auditorium at
UIS, just down the hall from the
reception area.
A hearty

eEevent from 5:30 p..m. to
j beﬁt

hf% 11]0b§ serveél gnd a easg bar fth(e gl nogv Pr r

Il be availabl
o't [as puﬁ:’h%sesd by Afpnl

18 are $18 per person for Society
members and their guests. Tick-
ets purchased after that date are
$23 per person. A reservation
form is on page 7. Mail it with

Sugar

ble book on the Sugar Creek community in frontier ni al i sm. 0
Sangamon County is coming to Springfield in late

April.

A highlight of the visit of John Mack Faragher is
the reception for him sponsored by the Sangamon
County Historical Society, starting at 5:30 p.m. on
April 26 at the University of Illinois at Springfield. To
secure a place at the reception, return the form on page

7. The reception wi

Univ%r-t

Creek

Places, Wider Worlds: Sugar Creek and Settler Colo-

S 50th Year Celdebration

E n

your check made payable to
SCHS to the Society office at
123 South Seventh Street,
Springfield, Illinois 62701.

Dr. Faragher, author of nu-

INSIDE

Richard Hart: A Per-
sonal Refléttifn on S
Farag her 6s
F Qrod gSi¥e?r
Faragher Reception

Reservation Form
page 7

i

merous historical works in-

h or sludthg SJugau Greek difelvu

s the Ar-

?,\ gt é ssor of
merican story ale Uni-

versity. Sugar Creek traces
settlers in this section of rural
Illinois four to five decades
before the beginning of the

(Continued on page 8)

DAVID SCOTT

Sugar Creek and Our Society

Sugar Creek has 1nterest1ng links to the history of
our Society, celebrating its 50™ anniversary this year.
In the earliest years of the Society, historic preserva-
tion was a strong emphasis, as reflected in the Soci-

ety’s first |

b e In ]f9%31 tlre g%lgt% rec%iv>ed asi:aad?ngtignn R

ture in Brookens Auditorium at 7 p.m., entitled # S ma | |

ogo

featuri

(Continued on page 4)
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A Personal Reflection

You Wonot

What does a Yale history professor have in com-
mon with the members of the Sangamon County His-
torical Society? Quite a bit. Both have deep and
abiding interests in the history of Sangamon County's
earliest settlements.

John Mack Faragher, the Yale professor, has a par-
ticular love for the area along the southern part of
Sugar Creek. In addition to his time spent in libraries
and court houses researching that area, Faragher has
spent considerable time talking to many of the de-
scendants of the early settlers along that Creek. He
shares his findings of that time and place and those
people in a classic account of early Sangamon County
life entitled Sugar Creek, Life on the Illinois Prairie.

But Faragher's account is not your grandfather's
version of a "classic history of early Sangamon

My son's call revealed to me
that Sugar Creekhad become not
only a Sangamon County classic,
but it had come to be rightfully ac-
knowledged as an American classic-
-a description of the common life
experiences of the early settlers of
the Midwest and beyond.

"

County." Faragher's groundbreaking and realistic ac-
count unveils the often mundane but essential routine
of early prairie life, including that of the early female
settlers and the events arising out of a community of
kinship and friends. Each day, many of us pass the

Wa n t

By Richard Hart

t o Mi s s

sites and places described in Faragher's book without
knowing that it was here that Sangamon County was
born and spent the early years of its developing life.

The significance of Faragher's work was brought
home to me several years back while my son was at-
tending Northwestern University. He called me one
day to ask if I had ever heard of John Mack Faragher
and his book Sugar Creek. The book was assigned
reading in one of his history courses.

Thankfully, I had read the book and had met
Faragher several times on his visits to Sangamon
County. I testified to my son that the book was a well
written account of an area of Sangamon County that
was home to his early settler ancestors.

My son's call revealed to me that Sugar Creek had
become not only a Sangamon County classic, but it
had come to be rightfully acknowledged as an Ameri-
can classic--a description of the common life experi-
ences of the early settlers of the Midwest and beyond.

Best of all, Faragher not only writes well, but he
speaks well. Hearing him speak on the 50th anniver-
sary of the Sangamon County Historical Society at
the UIS campus located on the boundaries of Sugar
Creek (now Lake Springfield), is a once in a lifetime
opportunity. Put it on your bucket list and be there!

Raised in Springfield, Richart Hart has been a practicing attorney here
for the last 40 years. He is a partner in the firm of Hart, Southworth &
Witsman. Hart is a past president of the Sangamon County Historical
Society, Springfield Preservation, Ltd., the Elijah lles House Foundation,
And the Abraham Lincoln Association. He has also authored
ASpringfield's African Americans
published in the Journal of the

Springfield, The Public Square (1823-1 8 6 5) 0,

teenth Century Photographers (1845-1 900 ) , 0O

in Lincolnds Springfield,
Antiques: The Barringer

o

A,

Historico, published 10 times a year, is the monthly bulletin for members of the Sangamon County Historical Soci-
ety. Back issues are available on-line in PDF format at our website, www.sancohis.org . Updates, late-breaking news,

features, and more are regularly posted on our website.
Event updates also can be found on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com). Log in and search for Sangamon

County Historical Society.

Annual Membership dues, (effective June 1, 2011) are:

Iy
[ f For a membership form and/or additional information, contact the Society at 525

Household: $25, Sustaining:
$ Household Life Membership, one-time payment of $700.
y Not-for-Profit Organization, $20 Corporate, starting at $250.

Household $100.

-1961 or write to us

T1

as

a

Abr ah
pringfield,
e Undergr o
a was

€

at P.O. Box 1834, Springfield, IL 62705 or schsoffice@gmail.com.
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Nominating Committee Seeking Candidates
To Fill Seats on Sof

Want to serve on the board of the Sangamon County Historical Society? Know of
someone who would make an excellent board member?

(

Here’'s your chance to step forward ame
The Society’s five member Nominatin ed
beginning its search to find new directors to succeed those whose terms are expiring
this year or who have left the board for other reasons. Candidates need to be a current
paid member and have an interest in the advancement of our Society. A Bridge to the Past
“This is a great opportunity to parftic ate in rogr
that we need and welcome,” notes Spr th e ¢
say in all of the activities of the Soci
The Board, he adds, meets for an hour, eight to nine times a year, on the second EGXTE&UTIVE BOARD
Wednesday of each month except for July and August. Board members also serve on Presi dent Batid V. Scott.
committees of their choice. Directors servce three year terms. Vice-P r e s i d eWVicki &égginson
If you or someone you know is interested in being on the board, or if you have Secr et ar y Paf ¥anAlséine
questions, contact any member of the Nominating Committee: Connie Bussard, Claire Treasur er BadR 8Mueller
Eberle, Rick Carlson, or Taylor Pensoneau or e-mail chairman Springer at donspring- Past Pr e sNageChdpie . €.
ers@comcast.net
CHECKING IN: Mary
Loken, (right) who with fellow DIRECTORS
Society member Elaine Birtch,
chaired this y e alfernsEndingcJtne @011
awards program, shows Jeffer- Jack Alexander
son Middle School principal Connie Locher Bussard
Sena Nelson (left) the check John Huther
her sqhool rec§1ved to purchgse Don Springer
ma.lterlals .to improve readlpg Jane Vetter
skills while discovering his-
tory. Christine Dunn, who .
wrrc})lte the grant, looks on. Jef- Term Ending 2012
ferson was one of four area Carolyn Moore
middle schools to share more Donna Catlin
than $1,000 from the Society to Roger Whitaker
expand and improve teaching James H. Beaumont
history. Donna Catlin photo
Term Ending 2013
Linda Bee
Bruce Beeman
Claire Eberle
Carolyn Oxtoby
Presidential Appointees to the Board
Richard Carlson
Constitutional Committee chair
Vicky Whitaker
Publicity chair, Historico Editor
Honorary Director
William Hughes Diller Jr.
BOARD MEETINGS
MAN OF LETTERS AND MORE: James M. Cornelius, curator of the Lincoln Collection at 2nd Wednesday, Lincoln Library, 5 p.m.
the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, shares both history and documents on Lincoln friend .
and political supporter William Butler with Society members at its March 15 meeting at Spring- April 13, May 11, June 8
field' s Lincoln Library. Cornelius brought samples of a | ardge ca
at left), many of them sales receipts, that are now being evaluated. Donna Catlin photos.
APRIL 2011 HISTORICO www.sancohis.org PAGE 3
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From the President’s Desk

Sugar Creek: a Cutting Edge Work

(Continued from page 1)

as a donation a seven-acre tract of land along Sugar
Creek. The area was named Pioneer Park and in-

cludes a covered bridge over the creek and the site of

Lincoln, according to Collum Davis. Davis, Profes-
sor of History Emeritus at the University of Illinois,
Springfield, has used Sugar Creek in his classes.
Faragher draws on federal land surveys; court,
marriage, church and voting records; cemetery in-

t h_e cabin o f the cou %ﬁto}ﬁe,s,_%eneafogicél §eﬁorts, éelﬁLfs Eia!a, Et‘iiﬁries, Ro b
Pulliam—a f eat ur ed char actgfs nelvsPaperarficle@aldnGnt othdr sodtes 8eK -
Much later the logo was changed to feature the ;g5 mation. Records are good enough to determine
bridge. The Society maintains this logo to the present .+ the average number of children born to women
day although it has deeded the historic property to j; ¢he early period was 8.2 and declined to 5.9 for the
the village of Chatham. next  genera- _

Whatever interests a Society member might have (; . of
about life on the Illinois frontier, John Mack ,oo0 Much
Far agh e Sugs CrdeR Rife on the lllinois ,ontion  is
Prairie (Yale University Press, New Haven) is al- given to
most sure to cover it and his lecture will surely touch \v 5 me n ' s
on some of them. The local interest, of course, is that - o frontier.
the book examines the development of a community pajated topics
centered in and around what is now Ball Township. , . home
The book focuses on the settlement period beginning . v factur-
in 1817 and extending into the 1850s. It also de- ing, the perva-
scribes the pre-1817 social, economic and geo- iveness  of
graphic background leading up to settlement as well marriage and
as development up to the Civil War period and the . rarity of [
formation of the Old Settlers Society in 1859. divorce,  the

distinct culture

Book Address a Variety of Topics and activities

The book jacket invites the prospective reader to of males, and
become acquainted wit hyedifgBflitiodsf Sugar Creek’s ir
habitants: “Ther e dlegged R o0& fopics al? Patteknd o MigratioR intoPSBelr
pioneer who came to make maple sugar and stayed to Creek, the dispossession of Indians, the work of sur-
build the first cabin; Sarah Hubbard, mother of veyors, frontier religion and the temperance move-
twelve, who bartered homemade bread for game with ment, the nature of schooling and local government.
retreating Kickapoo Indians; Jacob Rauch, German The county allowed considerable control to localities
indentured servant, who became a prosperous miller; in regard to roads, schools, welfare, justice, law en-
Jane Fletcher, who ran her farm alone for a quarter- forcement, and voting. Those interested in political
century; Gilbert Dobb, lay preacher, who led a con- history will find an extended analysis of shifting pat-
gregation of revivalist Presbyterians and organized terns of support for Democrats and Whigs/
thelocalanti-s | avery soci et y. "Republicans—another example of the rich sources of

Faragher choose the Sangamon County areafora d at a avai |l able in Sangamot
case study on the basis of an informed hunch that careful use of them.
good records in libraries and archives were likely to
be found here because of the interest in Abraham _

(Continuned on page 5)
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That Draws Praise From Historians

(Continued from page 4)

The focus of the book is not on the influence of the
frontier in creating American individualism, but rather
on community and associations. In the early days,
neighboring was pervasive as reflected in borrowing
among families, helping in times of hardship, sharing
common grazing lands, working on common projects,
intermarrying and the creating of kinship groups, and

Rauch, German indentured servant, who became a prosperous miller;

Fletcher, who ran her farm alone for

historian as indicated by his being recruited by Yale
University and heading up its Center for the Study of
Frontiers and Borders. He was teaching at Mount
Holyoke College when he was performing the re-
search for Sugar Creek.

In substantial agreement as to the high quality of
research and the high regard in which the book is held
is James Davis, author of Frontier Illinois,(1998), an
overview in contrast to the micro-study of a small area

The book jacket invites the prospective
reader to become acquainted with some
vm Z| nhy Jyllr. z
Robert Pulliam, a peg-legged pioneer
who came to make maple sugar and
stayed to build the first cabin; Sarah
Hubbard, mother of twelve, who bar-
tered homemade bread for game with
retreating Kickapoo Indians; Jacob
Jane

a quarter-century; Gilbert Dobb, lay

preacher, who led a congregation of revivalist Presbyterians and organized the

localanti-z s h} | vy

joining and supporting churches.

However, as time went on, changes occur. Those
without a claim to land in the early period were squat-
ters; in the later period, farm hands and tenant farmers.
Some farms grew in size and more clear class distinc-
tions appeared. Agriculture became more commer-
cial and its techniques more productive. The villages
of Auburn and Chatham developed along with the ar-
rival of the railroad. And behavior became more civi-
lized.

Academic Standing of Sugar Creek
Professor Collum Davis gives it high praise, stating

that it has stood the test of time. According to Davis,
the book added to

Far agdner ' s

zvjipl{ib5%

that characterizes Sugar Creek. Retired Professor of
History at Illinois College in Jacksonville, Davis sees
Faragher not only in Sugar Creek but in earlier works
as one of the new social historians whose work started
in the 1960s, and that is reflected in his special re-
search emphasis on women.

Mark April 26 on Your Calendar

Society members should not miss the lecture and
the reception prior to it. Sugar Creek will be on sale
at UIS at this time. And, according to James Davis,
Faragher is a very good speaker with a great command
of the language. Do mark your calendar for April 26
and remember to make your reservation for the recep-
reputation as a

APRIL 2011
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On-Line Search Brings Sangamon Valley Collection Rare Photo

(Continued from page 1)
to take photographs of different subject
matter.

“Phot odfrSmimpefiekl taken be-
fore the 1890s are rare, so I generally pur-
chase them no matter what the subject material
mi g ht be,” says

Springfield in 1849. In 1856, one of these
immigrants, a grocer named Manuel Al-
fonso purchased 22 acres of land located
north of the Illinois State University and
east of the Great Western Railroad running
along Tenth Street. Alfonso sold off small

Ma n nracts of @dedamd gwo-hcheglots to feflow

River north of the city. The reservoir was
square with rounded corners and could
hold 4,000,000 gallons of water.

A standpipe (D) was located in the
middle of the reservoir and stood 70 feet
high. “ Wat er pumped f
fdirettead tthrough this pipe to come in the

glance, an early 1870s stereoscopic image of Portuguese residents who built the first of form of a spray. In the photo, the standpipe

Springfield's northeast side by the Sanga-
mon Valley Collection does not stir much
excitement. The photograph was taken
from the main building of the old Illinois
State University campus located between
Matheny and Moffat and 12th and 15th
streets”

Nicknamed "The Coffee Mill" because
of its resemblance to a coffee bean grinder,
the three-story structure provided a perfect
vantage point to take the photo, says
Mann. “The i mage
land, followed by a number of houses and
outbuildings, then another stretch of open
land and finally in the background a
mound of earth, not the most visually in-
terestingitem! have ever

But that was before he took a closer
look.

Neighborhood Found
“A little
scan and enlarge the image has revealed

r es e amay.h” Tahnids

iieaine

a row of houses that would eventu-
ally dominate the north side of Phillips
Street between 12thand 1 5t h st r

By 1860 at least a half dozen Portu-
guese residents were noted to be living in
this area which would have then been on
the north boundary of Springfield, says
Mann. “ Thi's
of the few images connected with the
Portuguese history of the city.”

evea S an
Reservoir Revealed

The thin line that appears just before
the mound of earth is the railroad bed of
the Great Western Railroad (B) as it
lB'Vﬁd ﬂr}l the, Tenth Street line to turn
east toward Decatur. The mound in the
background (A) is actually the reservoir of
the Springfield Water Works that once
stood where Lanphier High School is to-

expanse

known photograph of the reservoir. The

p h oie o

some interesting facts represented in this reservoir was built in the late 1860s and
photo. For instance, the houses in the pho- provided storage for the city of Spring-
tograph (C) are part of a neighborhood of field's water supply which was pumped
Portuguese immigrants who arrived in from a station located on the Sangamon

is barely visible in the middle of the reser-
voir. The lagoons that were created from
¢he ren®val“of earth to build the reservoir
are visible to the
The three-foot-wide ornamental iron
standpipe was embedded in a five foot
high eight-sided concrete pedestal that
featyred alt rnatln seahorse and d lph1n
%pal%s above whlcﬁ) was 15 tn O(E vase
and above that four life-size swans at-
tached to the ramparts. The crest was a
combination of highly ornamental iron-
work extending outward on all sides.

More Questions

The newly acquired images do pose
some yet unanswered questions for Mann.
“The frustrating
series is that none of the images are identi-
fied. Each stereoview is hand numbered
and could be one of a kind for all I

tihmea ge&eb ii ISi t yfowdtldaate keyrchell With muhafrastral

tion for a list of the published images. A
potential gold mine of images could exist
somewhere because some of the images
owned by the SVC have numbers above
onehundred.”
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HONOREE
Dr. John Mack
Fafagher

Please join us on Tuesday, April 26 from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. for the kick-off of the Soci-
ety’ s 50th Anni ver s avrinythe Bublit Affhins @ettar rostaurant éntthe
University of Illinois at Springfield campus—y o u ' | | get an opport
famed Yale University professor Dr. John Mack Faragher who will be giving a free public
lecture at 7 p.m. in the nearby Brookens Library auditorium, a short walk down the hall from
the reception sit e. “Siull Places, &idea Wdrids:1Sigar Citeet gnil
Settler Colonialism in North America,” A hearty hors d’  oeuvr e
cash bar will be available. Reservations are a must by April 18 to get the $18 per person
rate available to SCHS members and their guests. Reservations received after April 18 will
be $23 per person. Fill out the form below and mail with your check payable to SCHS to the
Society at 123 South Seventh Street, Springfield, Illinois, 62701.

—_————

|

|

q : q g q q |

: is my check for reservations at $18 per person. (Reservations received after April 18 will be $23 per person). |
| |
| |
: Name: :
| |
| |
| |
: Address: :
| |
| |
| |
: E-mail Phone :
| |
| |
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Sangamon County Historical Society
P.O. Box 1834,
Springfield, IL 62705
Return Service Requested

Society to Kick Off 50th Anniversary

(Continued from page 1)
American Civil War. The win-
ner of numerous honors and

ard R. Lamar Center for the
Study of Frontier and Borders at
Yale and is on the executive

Noni profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 777
Springfield, lllinois

1Y Hj
N %o
e %

awards for his work, he also
serves on a wide range of his-
tory-related organizations. He
currently is director of the How-

board of the Society of Ameri-
can Historians and the editorial
board of the Pacific Historical
Review.
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2011 Calendar
PROGRAM MEETINGS

End Notes
Welcome Mat Still Out for Office Volunteers
I f you’'d Ii ke to help ou

office at 123 S. 7" Street any Monday, Wednesday, or
Friday morning from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., the Society
would like to hear from you. !! Contact us at 525-1961 or
schsoffice@gmail.com.

Forwarding Your Mail? Please Let Us Know!

If you are going on a trip and having your mail forwarded
to you, please cal 9t MatledS O
issues of Historico cannot be forwarded and are returned
to the office with a full postage charge.

Tuesday, April 26
SCHS 50th Anniversary Reception, 5:30 p.m.

John Mack Faragher lecture,7 p.m., ULS

or TJ ust man t he
uesday, May 17
History and Tour, Lincoln Memorial Garden
Jim Matheis, Executive Director

t,

Tuesday, June 21
Annual Meeting

All program meetings are held at the City

Of esipé/" §9fgifefd fes Lapc

S. Seveénth Street, Springfield unless
otherwise noted.
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