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THAYER HISTORY BUFF Jim Allen
looks over some of the historic photos of
the community that he put on display at
the Society’s annual meeting on June 16.
The well-attended gathering was held at
Maggie’s Restaurant in Thayer, part of the
community’s rich history. Look for a book
about Thayer penned by Allen in the fu-
ture. For more, see page 3.

Annual Meeting A Sellout

Shades of Thayer’s Past:
Coal, Bootlegging, More

Members of the Sangamon
County Historical Society got an
insider’s look at the village of
Thayer’s historical past and more
from local history buff and Thayer
resident Jim Allen, when they
gathered at Maggie’s in Thayer for
the organization’s annual meeting.

Close to 100 members turned out
for the June 16 session that also
included the election of new offi-
cers (see page 4 for details), a per-
sonal welcome from Thayer Vil-
lage President Brian Wood, the
annual raffle, and a family style
dinner of fried chicken, pasta, veg-
gies and more.

“We were delighted at the turn-
out,” president Nancy Chapin said,
“and about the setting for the meet-
ing that was so integral to the his-
tory of Thayer.” Maggie’s, which

opened for business in 1921 as a
drinking spot, eventually transi-
tioned into a family restaurant that
served the coal-mining commu-
nity. Established by Dominic and
Maggie Enrietta, it changed
hands...and names...many times
over the years, before going back
to its historical roots when the pre-
sent owner, Josh Snodgrass, re-
turned the Maggie’s name to the
popular local restaurant.

“During Prohibition, Maggie’s
was believed to be a ‘blind pig,” a
term dating back to the 1800s to
describe saloons or bars that ille-
gally sold alcoholic beverages,”
Chapin explained. “Instead of sell-
ing alcoholic drinks, “blind pig’
establishments gave them away
free to patrons who puportedly

(Continued on page 4)
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=T From the President’s Podium

This is a special edition of the Historico to remind
you to renew your membership if you haven’t done so
already, and sadly, 117 of you have not yet renewed!
Please renew now! If you have forgotten whether or
not you have already renewed, just call the office (522-
2500) and Theresa will check for you. The Historico
will carry a current membership list next month, but
for those who are still not renewed, that will be their
last Historico as we will drop non-renewed member-
ships following the September mailing.

I think you can tell from the reports in this issue that
if you missed the annual meeting, you missed a fun
and informational evening! Perhaps one of the best
rewards from our having met in Thayer is that the his-
tory collected to present to us is to be preserved and
made available to the community. That is precisely our
purpose for existence, and we couldn’t be more
pleased!! Renew, and be a party to preserving the his-
tory of Sangamon County!

You can already see another good reason not to let
your membership lapse — the Historico! This year is

RENEWAL TIME!

stories and profiles, and lots of pictures! Vicky
Whitaker is going to be a wonderful editor!! Now you
have even more reasons not to want to lose us and we
don’t want to lose you, so please renew now!!

You have all been inundated with reports of the
budget shortfalls at all levels of government. It turns
out the shortfalls will effect us too. Lincoln Library is
to close on Tuesdays, our program nights, at 8 p.m..
That scenario meant that we would have had to begin
our programs at 6p.m.., dinner hour for many, so,
through the generosity of the lles House Foundation
we have arranged to hold our fall programs at the lles
House. That is a wonderful solution as there is parking
in the lot to the south across Cook Street, easy handi-
capped entrance and often wonderful exhibits to ex-
plore before and after the program. Another reason to
renew!

One more — while there is a schedule of fall events
printed elsewhere in this issue, there is to be more that
hasn’t been announced, for members only!! Definitely
time to renew!!

promising to be the best yet with wonderful reports, Nancy
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New Members Donors §
Life Membership: Mrs. Walter Brissenden % % . I i"‘;?
Aislin S. Nickey Cx"orrgcfgtﬁ)mo?m; : In 2009-2010 Officers o
pprecia ncy Sangamon County Historical Association
New Member: Chapin's Leadership
Jim Allen Judith A. Faris President................coceiii i, Nancy L. Chapin
Linda Bee David & Laurie Farrell Vice-President...........ccoooeviiininn . David Scott
Darlene Burtle Perry Hall - In Memory of Secretary.....oooveeviiiiiiii Curtis Mann
Jeremy Carrell John Daly Treasurer.......cooeveve e eiiinnennnnn, Paul R. Mueller

Marilyn S. Kennedy - For
Washington Park History
Richard McLane
Paul Schanbacher

Lee Gonzalez
Dianne Hardwick
Newlyn Hosea
Robert E. Warren

Membership in the Sangamon County Historical Asso-
ciation is open to both individuals and families. Dues
are $17.50 per year for individuals, $25 for a family,
$50 for a sustaining member. For Individual Life
Membership, there is a one-time payment of $250 and
for Family Life Member, a one-time payment of $400.
For a membership form and/or additional information,
contact the Society at 522-2500 or write to us at 308
East Adams Street, Springfield, IL 62701.

Directors to 2010
R-Lou Barker ¢ Elaine Birtch
Kim Efird ¢+ Sue Wall ¢+ Martha Wolters

Directors to 2011
Jack Alexander ¢« Connie Locher Bussard
John Huther ¢ Jack Navins ¢ Jane Vetter

Directors to 2012
Tim Krell ¢ Vicki Megginson
Bill Minder ¢ Sarah Thomas ¢ Roger Whitaker

Honorary Director
William Hughes Diller Jr.
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At lles House

Society Launching Season With Talk
on Potawatomi “Trail of Death”

The Sangamon County Historical Society kicks off its 2009-2010 sea-
son on Tuesday, September 15 with a presentation by George Godfrey,
the man behind a more than 20-year campaign to make more people
aware of, remember, and reflect upon the Potawatomi Trail of Death.

Godfrey, a resident of Athens, will be bringing Society members up
to date on his efforts and those of his fellow volunteers including Shirley
Williard of the Fulton County Historical Society in Rochester, Indiana,
the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation, and
others.

The meeting will be held at the Elijah lles House, 628 South 7th
Street, Springfield, starting at 7 p.m. The Elijah lles House was built
about 1837 and is Springfield’s oldest house.

The 660-mile Trail of Death, which runs from Indiana to Kansas, fol-
lows the route the Potawatomi Indians took when, through a series of
shady deals and decisions, they were forced to leave fertile northern Indi-
ana lands they had owned by treaty. The government initiated the
“removal” of nearly a thousand Potawatomi and many children and the
elderly died almost daily as they made their way on foot and horseback
across Indiana and Illinois en route to Kansas.

Godfrey initiated what has become a major effort to raise the public’s
awareness of this chapter in American history when in 1988—the 150"
anniversary of the march—he wrote a letter to the HowNiKan, the Po-
tawatomi Nation newspaper. In it, he pointed out that he crossed the Trail
of Death every day on his way to work near Champaign, Illinois, and sug-
gested something should be done to commemorate the historic event.

Shirley Willard, president of Fulton County Historical Society read
his letter, wrote to Godfrey and said she thought something should be
done too. They formed a partnership that continues to this day.

COMING U 2009-2010 2010 MONTHLY PROGRAMS
BOARD MEETINGS (Third Tuesday)
Second Wednesda
Tuesday, October 20: ( & January 19
September 9 February 16
Dave Brady: “State Bank of October 14 March 16
Illinois: Use And Abuse,” November 11 April 20
Iles House, 7 p.m. Brady [ January 13 May 18
Tuesday, November 17: F:Ab;fcir)l'olo
Curtis Mann, “Gone With the April 14 2010 ANNUAL MEETING
wind,” The Barretts of Sanga- May 12 June 17
mon County,” lles House, 7
p.m. Mann
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Annual Meeting Sees Election of Officers, Directors

Members of the Sangamon Histori-
cal Society unanimously elected offi-
cers and directors at its annual organ-
izational meeting on June 16 that was
held in Thayer.

Society members approved the en-
tire executive board slate, consisting of
president Nancy L. Chapin of Chat-
ham, vice-president David Scott of
Springfield, secretary and historian
Curtis Mann of Mt. Auburn, and as
treasurer, Paul R. Mueller of Spring-
field. All but Mueller, who previously
served on the Society board as a direc-
tor, are returning officers.

Two directors who had served out
unexpired terms on the board—Tim
Krell of Springfield and Sarah Tho-
mas of Springfield—were joined by
three new directors to make up the
Class of 2012. In addition, John
Huther of Springfield, the Society’s
previous treasurer, will complete
Mueller’s term as a director, which
was to end in 2011.

The three new directors are Vickie
Megginson of Pawnee, Bill Minder of

Pawnee and Roger B. Whitaker of
Springfield.

Dr. Megginson, who serves as Asso-
ciate Chancellor for Development at
the University of Illinois at Springfield
and senior vice-president of the Uni-
versity of Illinois Foundation, has been
a member of the Society for four years.
A UIS graduate raised in Illinois, she
has served as a director of numerous
non-profit and business organization
boards. Dr. Megginson and her hus-
band Norman, a grain dealer and
owner of Megginson Inc., a farming
operation, reside on a farm south of
Pawnee near Springfield. They have
five children, all grown, but one who is
currently attending college. They also
have two grandchildren.

Minder, who has been a member of
the Society for a decade, was raised in
Pawnee. Now retired from Horace
Mann where he was a data processing
manager, Minder holds a degree in
education from Illinois State Univer-
sity and taught for a few years before
switching careers. He is the author of

several publications including a 500-
page book on the history of Pawnee
and three booklets about Abraham Lin-
coln covering his life in Kentucky,
New Salem, and Springfield. Minder
and his wife Helen have eight children
and 10 grandchildren.

Whitaker, whose family settled in
this area in 1826, has long had an in-
terest in local history. Chief engineer
of Long Elevator Company, Riverton,
and a graduate of the University of
Missouri at Rolla, he serves as family
historian and is the designated Cass
County contact for geneologytrails.com, a
volunteer nationwide effort to make
historical records and related material
available free to all on-line. A recent
member of the Society and its web-
master, he has been on the board of the
Illinois Foundation for Frontier Studies
since its inception in 2004, and is a
member of the Sangamon Valley Ham
Radio Club. The father of five chil-
dren, he and his wife Vicky, a syndi-
cated feature writer, have 10 grandchil-
dren

THAYER VILLAGE PRESIDENT Brian Wood welcomes Society mem-
bers to his community. President Nancy Chapin (standing left) looks on.

Meeting Gives Society Close Look
At Village of Thayer’s Colorful History

(Continued from page 1)

came to see an animal attraction, thus circumventing
the law.” And, added Chapin, “it was the perfect set-
ting for Jim Allen’s presentation that followed din-
ner.”

Allen traced the colorful history of the community,
from its settlement in 1828 to its transition as booming
company coal town in the early 1900s. He also
brought several albums of photos from Thayer’s early
years that Society members were able to review at the
end of the meeting.

At the dinner meeting, Chapin also reviewed the
past year’s activities, thanked those board members
whose terms were ending and introduced the new
board. “It was a great meeting,” she said, “and | know
all of us are looking forward to a new season filled
with wonderful programs and activities.”
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Thayer’s Roots: A Village Built On and By Coal Mining

Thayer had a history even
before it was Thayer, says Jim
Allen, a local history buff
who has compiled the story of
this small community on the
southern end of Sangamon
County.

Its transition from a sleepy
rural community into a boom-
ing, wide-open coal-mining
town and back, was described
at length when Allen shared
his findings with members of
the Society at its annual meet-
ing on June 16.

Like the meeting, his talk
took place at Maggie’s, a lo-
cal restaurant with its own
colorful history. The Society
hopes to be able to publish
Allen’s work.

Allen based his research on
interviews with present and
former Thayer residents in-
cluding Frank Maynerich, his
father-in-law,  and Patricia
Puma; the Illinois State Ar-
chives; Sugar Creek, Life on
the Illinois Prairie, a book by
John Mack Faragher; and a
college thesis written several
years ago by Karen Bruna
Musso, a Thayer native.

Allen discovered that the
earliest record of the area now
known as Thayer, dated back
to 1828, when John Dick, an
elder and preacher for the
German Baptist Brethren, a
group known as “The Dunk-
ards,” purchased some farm
land close to the site of where
Maggie’s now sits.

Other members of the group
followed, he says, including
the Shutts, Vancil and Gates
families.

Setting the stage for Tha-
yer was Jacob Rauch, who

in 1832, purchased 40
acres of land on Sugar
Creek, eventually adding
on to his holdings “to in-
clude most of what is now
Thayer,” Allen says.

“Rauch built a saw and
grist mill on Sugar Creek
where it makes a sharp
bend to the north. Before
the mill was built not
many people settled here
because they didn’t have
the availability of a mill
for their grain.”

The real turn for Thayer
came in 1900, when The Chi-
cago, Wilmington, and Ver-
million Coal Company pur-
chased 60 acres from a local
landowner, Alexander Gray
Simpson, for $36,312.50. The
company sent Ruffin Drew
Fletcher--Superintendent of its
Streator, Illinois facility--to
the area to open up a new
mining operation.
“Fletcher platted the town,
got the mine into running or-

der, built 86 houses and a 26
room hotel. He also erected a
large store building and a hand-
some residence for himself,
locating permanently in the
town on July 17, 1900.”

Fletcher, who Allen describes
as “one of the most successful
superintendents of Central 1li-
== Nois,” made it
possible  for
the miners to
their
homes. “This
had to reflect
on the type of
man he was in

this time.”

" It’'s  believed
that the com-
munity was named after one of
the coal mining company’s
stockholders, a man named
Nathaniel Thayer, Allen says,
but in any case, residents went
to the polls on October 26,
1901 to vote on creating the
Village of Thayer. “On Octo-

ber 20, 1901, the votes were
canvassed and found 42 votes
cast in favor of the organization
and two votes cast against it.”

Buildings sprang up along
Main Street on both sides and by
1912. About 450 miners were
employed at the Thayer mine,
producing about 2,400 tons of
coal each day.

“The Company Store of-
fered about everything a
miner needed, (and bought
on credit so at pay day a
miner could conceivably
own everything to the Com-
pany Store and receive no
pay or very little pay). The
hotel that was built by the
mine company, was joined
by saloons, a movie house, a
drug store, a lumber com-
pany, and grocery store.

The grocery store, which
was opened in 1913 by the
Karaffa family, stayed in its
hands until the 1970s. Andy Kar-
affa, who , with his wife Helen,

(Continued on page 6)

Now That’s A Real Taste of Thayer!

Two bottles of Thayer Red were presented to the Soci-
ety at its annual meeting, one to President Nancy Cha-
pin, the other for a prize for the annual raffle. The wine
has been made by descendants of the Majnaric
(Maynerich) family in Thayer since the early 1900s.
You won’t see Majnaric Thayer Red on the supermar-
ket shelves. If you want to sip the limited edition robust
wine grown from concord grapes in Thayer, it will have
to come at the invitation of the Majnaric Family Vine-
yards. Cuttings to make the full-flavored red wine were
brought to America from Delneice, Croatia by Luka
Majnaric in 1905. Majnaric was among the wave of
Eastern European immigrants who came to Thayer to
work in the coal mines. Every year the family gathers to
harvest the grapes originally planted by Luka in Thayer.

== _ TN

MAJNARIC

. /f//fyz)‘ ' %:
2008

208
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Was Thayer Wide-Open During Prohibition? Some Remember When

Here’s some of the more colorful Prohibition era stories Jim Allen gleaned during his interviews with long-
time Thayer residents that he shared with Society members:

Some people found clever ways to give and
get a drink during Prohibition. All they had
to do was knock on the right door of village
residents. It’s said that one man, who lived
just outside the village limits, would come
into town everyday by horse-drawn wagon
for a shot of booze, stopping at the same
house each time. His horse got so use to the
routine, that after a while, it would auto-
matically stop at the
House, whether the
man wanted it to or

“One lady re-
ferred to the
town as being on
the map from
Springfield to St.
Louis and being
known as “wide
open.” Though
there were
*“special police”
assigned to the
saloons, no one
can recall any-
thing “bad” ever
happening.”

“The Andy Sokatch house, located just North of
Maggie’s, was the scene of a fire during the prohibition.
According to my father-in-law, his father was working in
the basement of the building, making bootleg whiskey,
when suddenly something blew up (probably the still).
Fire engulfed the place. His clothes caught fire but his
quick thinking saved his life. He jumped into the vat of
mash. It put out the flames, but since the mash was still
very hot, he received some very bad burns. My father-in-
law remembers his father lying in bed with bandages on both
arms. The remnants of the

house’s basement founda-

tion can still been seen today

not.

but it’s on private property.”

Village of Thayer’s Saga as A Boom Town Tied To Coal Mining Industry

(Continued from page 5)
were the last owners, would take orders from the elderly in the
village and deliver groceries to their homes.

The whole northeast side of the Village became known
as the “Washer Side, Allen points out, because of the lo-
cation of the coal washer. “It was here that coal was
washed in order to remove impurities. This operation was
separate from the mine.”

A large refuse pile of coal waste began to form that
looked like a small mountain. Local people would pick up
coal for use in their homes from this pile.” After a while,
they started burrowing into the side of the hill creating
small caves. When one collapsed, two women were
killed.

Thayer also had lots of saloons in the coal mine era, Allen’s
research found. “Among the saloons were The Little Red Onion,
Riva’s, Johnny Conners, The Belmont and The Pink. The Pink
was owned by James Micheletta who with his family, lived at the
rear of the building with a saloon on one side, a grocery store on
the other and a dance hall upstairs.” The Johnny Conners sa-
loon was called “The Brick,” Allen adds, because it was
made of all brick. “The movie house was also brick and
here one could see Tom Mix, Roy Rogers, Gene Autry
and many others until the late 1940’s or early 1950’s.”

Two railroads, the Illinois Traction Service and the C &
A (Chicago & Alton), ran along the east side of the Vil-
lage.Until 1910, the Interurban ran through the town, right
down Main Street, then turned South toward Virden.

Many of Thayer’s early residents came from Streator where they
had worked for the coal company. Others were drawn from East-
ern Europe, taking jobs in the mines to escape unemployment and
political unrest. Many descendents of these hard-working miners,
with names like Sestak, Bednarchik, Bednar, Semanik, Yacup,
Majnaric (Maynerich), Morelock, Krainak, Fedor, Karaffa, and
Sokatch, still live in Thayer today as do those who came from
Italy, with names like Bolletto, Bruna, Castagno, and Puma.
Many immigrants were devout Catholics who would walk
to Virden for mass every Sunday, rain, snow or shine
unless they were lucky enough to get a ride from some-
one who owned a car and had the room.

Thayer itself had two small congregations, one Episco-
pal, the other Methodist. The Episcopalians gathered for
services in a room above a drug store and later in a small
church. Thayer Methodist Church held its first services
upstairs at the Company Store, eventually shifting to Wal-
nut Grove Church a mile east of Thayer, which was
moved to the village and occupied the site of the present
church.

“Mr. Fletchers daughter, Edna, was clerk for the mine until it
closed in 1924. In 1968 she recalled there were 600 miners on the
payroll at Thayer during the “Good Days.” After the mine closed
many miners left to work in other mines or found work in the
factories in Springfield.

Al the old buildings on Main Street except the Village Hall have
been torn down, says Allen. “All we have left is memories of the
older generation and a few pictures of what this Village looked
like just 50 years ago and earlier.”
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If You Haven’t Done So Already,

It’s Time to Renew Your Membership!

=

Hene's yowr membership gonm §on the 2009-2010 giscal year which began June 1, 2009.

To join or renew your membership, fill out
the form below and mail it to the Sangamon
County Historical Society, 308 East Adams
Street, Springfield, IL 62701. If you want to
add a gift membership, fill in the Member-
ship Gift Form. We’ll take it from there.
We’ll send the recipient a letter announcing
the gift with your name as the donor.

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

$50.00
$250.00*
$400.00*

| |
I 2009-2010 Renewal /New Member Form :
I Name |
| (First) (Middle) (Last) I
| Address I

City State Zip :
I Phone(s) E-Mail
| Membership Level: :
I . o . o I
I O I'd like to take a greater role in Society programs and events. My area of interest area is in:

I
I O I’d be willing to provide refreshments for one of the meetings. I
I 1 I'd like to serve on a committee. I’m particularly interested in: |
| |
I —_— —_— —_— —_— — — — — —_— —_— — —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— — — — — —_— —_— — —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— — — wll
o T T T m——m—m—m————————————————— _I
s ’ 2009-2010
; ... AGift of Membership 7, :
I Please send a gift membership in the Sangamon County Historial Society in my name to: |
|
| |
Name

I (First) (Middle) Last) I
| Address |
I City State Zip :
|
I Phone(s) E-Mail |
I I
I Donor’s Name: Membership Level: :
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Sangamon County Historical Society Non—profit Organization
308 East Adams Street U.S. Postage

Springfield, Illinois 62701 PAID
Permit No. 777

Springfield, Illinois

Seen Any Good Pictures Lately? Just Look at Our Website

The Society’s web-
site is running a
changing set of pho-
tos from the Mercury
Photography Studio
Collection that’s part
of the Lincoln Li-
brary’s Sangamon
Valley Collection.
These were among
the first that went on
line. For the others,
check out
www.sancohis.org
today!

Top left: of the McDonalds located at 1825 South
MacArthur Boulevard, 1964. Bottom left: The
Charlie Rogers Band and at right: The Jolson Story
appears at the Senate Theater, 511 East Monroe
Street, in 1946.



