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On Tap January 19 in Chatham
Geologist to Look at How Springs Shaped History Hex

Retired groundwater geologist Phil-Reed’s fascination with groundwateeflects Reed, who transformed his
lip C. Reed kicks off the Society'dates back to his youth, when in 1988uthful observation into a 25 year
winter-spring program lineup on Tue$he train he was on with his mother agdreer with the lllinois State Geologi-
day, January 19 with a look at hosister, stopped in St. Augustine, Flazal Survey.
springs and licks helped shape the sia so that passengers could visit théuring that time, he performed over
cial, political, and economic developFountain of Youth,” a tourist attrac900 environmental surveys that helped
ment of lllinois, including that of itdion that was created in 1904 to denoteunicipalities, industries, farms, and
most prominent historical figure, Abra thousands of individuals
ham Lincoln. find suitable groundwater

His presentation will begin at 7 p. from glacial sand and
at the Chatham Public Library, 60g gravel aquifers. In addi-
East Spruce Street. The session is 0 tion, Mr. Reed has partici-
to the public. ; pated in and led research

Reed, who retired from the lllino i projects such as pollution
State Geological Survey in 199_5, h OGIST PHIL REED (ae) who will tell how Sprigs contro! studie_s, irrigation
authored or co-authored 65 scientifi@fluenced the political, social and economic devepment of the potential and impact stud-
publications on geophysics, groundweﬁr{gﬁbThe session will be held at the Chatham PubliLibrary jag ~ and an inventory of
ter CONtAMINALION, JrOUNOWALET OV Gl MMHMNYNYNYS S SPTFINgs in llinois, and he
ability, and general geology, the matte spot where explorer Ponce de Lemas assisted graduate students from
recent“Spring Place Names and Hislanded in 1513 in search of a legend&guthern and Northern lllinois Univer-
toric Data on Springs, Licks, and Sepring that could cure all ills. For morgties with their Masters Degree work.
lected Water Wells in lllinois’'which than 100 years, tourists have been sipRegarded as one of the primary indi-
was published in 2009. In his tallging its waters. viduals providing groundwater infor-
Reed is expected to discuss the uniquérom that time | noticed peopleation and service at the Survey, he is
geologic and geographic aspects wére attracted to ponded water, foum- recipient of the lllinois Ground Wa-
lllinois that produced springs and lickains, and springs. There were alwags Association’s achievement award
intertwined with the fortunes of its pazoins in the ponds and fountains, pygresented annually to those with an
litical leaders and industries. sumably giving homage to the godsyutstanding record in the field.
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— From the President’s Podium
For the Society, a Great 2009 and an Even Better 20! - 4

This fall we have been very grateful to the llewho is ever helpful in too many ways to delineate;
House Foundation not only for their generosity ito Elaine Birtch and the Project Awards committee
allowing us to meet at the Illes House, but the hospvho have worked diligently to offer grants to mid-
tality with which they welcomed us each monthdle school history/social studies teachers; to our
And we were delighted when Farrell Gay put out ldistorico editor for an attractive and really fasci-
fine display of watches for us to see at the Oatobeating newsletter; to Jack Alexander and the Pro-
meeting! gram Committee for putting together a special

However, the promise of cold weather caused BR/Ng series of programs; to Roger Whitaker's up-

to explore other options for the winter, and weavedated website; to John Barker and R-Lou for host-

pleased to learn the Lincoln Library has arranged 19 the holiday party at the charming Stonegate
hire a security guard so that groups could meet afi@"™M and especially to Vicky Whitaker who took it

remain in the Carnegie Rooms until the usual 9 p.i#) Nerself to ‘get us on the map’ by designing, ac-
hour. The Board has now agreed that we will agaffiing and creating fascinating ornaments, and
look to the Carnegie Room at the library as olipen decorating a tree in our name for the Festival

‘home’. We will be meeting at the Chatham Are&f Trees. ‘Our’ tree was not to be missed, and
Library in January, but then it will be back to thdherefore the Society was brought to the attention
Carnegie Room for the following two months. of thousands of visitors to the Festival. We're on

. _ . the map!!
The holiday season seems an appropriate time to .
Happy Holidays!

thank lots of people for their efforts to promote

Sangamon County history: always to Curtis Mann Nancy
ONTY Hisy,
DECEMBER REPORT ;ﬁ’{ 1 %
g,.‘\‘ y\z 8
New Members.......cccooviiii i %, Lr—-—g
INDIVIDUAL Dennis L. Sweatman 20092010 Officers
DiAnne Crown FAMILY _ Sangamon County Historical Society
Jonathan Hunter Jones  Mr. And Mrs. Richard Bubnis
President............coo i Nancy L. Chapin
DONOIS. .. Vice-President............coovevviiiiinnnnns David Scott
Tim Krell Secretary......cooov v Curtis Mann
R-Lou Barker Treasurer.......cccoveeeeeeeenennannn Paul R. Mueller
Gary Vitale
Cullom and Ann Davis Directors to 2010
(in appreciation of Nancy Chapin) R-Lou Barker* Elaine Birtch
_ Phyllis Brissenden Kim Efird + Sue Wall* Martha Wolters
(in honor of R-Lou Barker’s birthday)
The Society thanks you for your generosity in pdawy addi- Directors to 2011

: | .
tional support for our programs! Jack Alexander Connie Locher Bussard

John Huther Jane Vetter

Membership in the Sangamon County Historical SociH

ety is open to both individuals and families. Duase Directors to 2012

$17.50 per year for individuals, $25 for a famil$50 Tim Krell ¢ Vicki Megginson

for a sustaining member. For Individual Life Member Sarah Thomas Roger Whitaker

ship, there is a one-time payment of $250 and famk-

ily Life Member, a one-time payment of $400. For g Honorary Director

membership form and/or additional information, con- William Hughes Diller Jr.

tact the SOCiEty at 522-2500 or write to us at Jo&st COMMITTEE CHAIRS:  Finance: Tim Krell; Hospitality: Jane Vettert.ong Range PlanningDavid Scott;
Adams Street, Springfield, IL 62701. Hammandroject AWardsEiine Brich Pubhcations Jh Hther iStonco ector Vieky Whiaker.
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-.HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE...HISTORY

Board Member to Speak
Local Organizations Tap Huther
For Talks on Washington Park

Sangamon County Historical Society board membenJ
Huther will be sharing some insights on the histofyWash-
ington Park in March and April when he speaks toniers [
of two local organizations. '

Huther, author ofWashington Park in Springfield, Illi- &
nois: From Its Beginning to the Present Time)ill address [E.
the Academy for Life Long Learning at Lincoln Lambm- CEERE.
munity College on March 18 at 1 p.m. FR

On April 28, he'll be speaking to the SpringiieChapter of &
Hadassah, time and place to be announced. Y P

His book, published by the Society last spripgyvides a |8}

detailed history of theli
park that regularly
draws thousands
visitors to its 150 acres
of rolling woodlands,
open spaces and recref
tional facilities, includ-
ing tennis courts, biker
and walking trails, wa-
terways, playgrounds

gardens and picnic Mﬁ
eas as well as the intel=Sias
nationally known Reeq
Memorial Carillon. il
Huther, a native off
Utica, New York, [
SPARKING INTEREST: Society holds a bachelor of
member John Huther's research on the pytg degree from Col{
history of Washir_lgton Park has gate University, a mas
prompted two speaking engagements ters from the ,Univer- —

sity of Washington and FESTIVAL EYE CATCHER: Festival of Trees goers stopped often for

a Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. He moved el close look at the Society’s tree, a black and wilr combo that fea-

A . . tured 35 framed photos of Springfield's past, handetched on a silver
Springfield in 1973 to serve on the staff of thindis Board background. The tree topper was made of two back-tback 8 by 10

of Higher Education from which he retired in 19%_'5 the photos, one of the State Capitol, the other of th®©rpheum Theatre.
author of several books anq essays about famliyomlherl_’l Most of the photos were reproduced from those in @ Mercury Collec-
New York and wrote a series of essays about Waghingion housed in the Lincoln Library’s Sangamon Vallgy Room. The tree
Park for which he won the 1994on-Fction Writer & the was purchased by Dr. David and GerriAnne Graham. Dr Graham is

Yearaward from the Friends of Lincoln Library. chief medical information officer for the Memorial Health System and
. . on the Family and Community Medicine faculty at SIUs School of
Copies of the book are available from the Sgdiet $6. Medicine.

Remember That Great Historic Tour? Society Tours Clair Would Love to Hear About It!

Susan Hammond, the Society’s Tours chair, lis@tiking for suggestions for tours the Society gt up both within
and beyond Sangamon County.

Whether you've taken a tour of a historic sitsknow someone who has, Hammond would like to knmave about
every aspect of it including what was seen, trarigion experience, cost, etc.

“It's a perfect opportunity for you to share soof your experiences in visiting historical siteat are nearby as well
as out of the area and to suggest other placesgd&ard about from others or that you'd love thpastunity to visit,”
reiterates Hammond, who can be reached at 546-41989 e-mail at hammsusan@yahoo.com.
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Sometys Annual Holiday Celebration A Hit!

Foul weather was no match for the enthusi-
asm of more than 80 members of the Society
when they gathered at the Barker family’s
historic Springfield homestead, Stonegate for
its annual History for the Holidays party on
Tuesday, December 8. It may have been rain-
ing outside, but inside the handsome colo-
nial—parts of which date back to before the
Civil War—it was warm and convivial as
members had a chance to chat, sip wine gen-
erously provided by several members (and
from Robert Kohaus of It's All About Wine

in Springfield, and Forrest Kreer of Stoller
Wholesale in Franklin Park). Highlighting
the evening was a presentation to the event’'s
hostess, R-Lou Barker, to commemorate her
85th birthday in December. Barker received
a framed, hand-etched photo of Stonegate
created especially for her. The evening was
made special by Carol Jean Fraase’s provid-
ing a delicious buffet dinner and dessert in-
stead of the canapés contracted to be served.
SURPRISE: Sangamon County Historical Society presight Thank you Carol Jean!

Nancy Chapin, (left) looks on as R-Lou Barker show®ff the
etched photo of Stonegate that was presented to héy the
Board in honor of her 75th birthday in December.

CHEERS: Marylou Johnsrud (second from

right) gets ready to pour wine for her husband

Bryan (second from left) as Elizabeth Reisch
(left) and Bill Vetter look on.

HOLIDAY EXCHANGE: Virginia Scott
(left) and her husband David (right), the
Society’s vice-president, share a moment
with Richard Carlson.
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CHAT: At left, Alan Birtch chats with a
fellow attendee while at right, Dan Buck

heads other Society members stepping in to 3

join the party..

AS OTHER SOCIETY [
members look on, Helens - a
Brooks (right) takes a closer % 3
look at some local history ,".\‘
books and notepaper that 8
Phyllis Brissenden (right) [#
brought along for members
who might need holiday gifts.
Included was Springfield '
Memories the State Journal-
Register’'s new book of pho-

tos that the Society helped
select. In appreciation, the SJ

-R provided the Society with

100 copies which are priced

at $30 each.

SHARED MOMENT:
Marcieand Bill Irvine
(above) with Roberta Jo{§
hantgen, seated right,

DECEMBER 2009-JANUARY 2010

HISTORIO

DINNER TIME: President Chapin encour-
ages Phyllis Eubanks, Charles Hammond
and John Huther to sample the buffet.




MEMBER OF THE MONTH

History, Helping: A Life’'s Work for Elaine Birtch

“The more we know of historyety (of which he served as presidemhere they live. They all know Lin-
the better we can understand tiethe early 1960s) and restorati@oln but we’d like to take a step

people who came before us,” sagsnumerous historic sites includingirther
this month’she Governor's Mansion and ElijaGounty.”

Elaine Birtch,

to include Sangamon

“Member of the Month,” expressHes House. He also authored SeVA former teacher, Birtch had a

ing a view that has shaped her r@eal books on local history].

distinctive early education: she at-

both with the Society and the com-The Society’s current presidentnded class in a one-room school

munity.

Nancy Chapin, Birtch says, is rérouse

in western New York...

Birtch, who has been a membgponsible for getting her involvedhere her father was the only

of the Society for several years aiftlone activity that she has particteacher.

That lasted until she

serves as a board member and cliaity enjoyed over the years, theached high school. At that point,
of the Project Committee, moved teemetery Walk, for which she hage family moved to Pittsburg and

Springfield from Boston, Massa
chusetts in 1972 with her husba
Dr. Alan Birtch and their four chil
dren. Her husband, who is also
member of the Society, founde
Memorial Medical Center’s Kidne
Transplant Center and served as
director until his retirement i
1996. A Professor Emeritus of Su
gery at Southern lllinois Univer
sity's School of Medicine, h
helped establish its Department
Surgery.

“My interest in Springfield his-
tory probably dates back to the i
terview | did with Dr. Floyd Bar-
ringer in 1984 as part of an Or3
History Project for Sangamon Stal€

(now the University of lllinois). Dr.done research and written about.
0

to this day, Birtch has keen memo-
ries of the first time she walked
through the door of a large city
public school.

Birtch has long held leadership
roles in community organizations,
serving as president of the board of
Contact Ministries, the Medical Al-
liance, and Friends of Memorial.
She served on the board of the
Springfield Area Arts Council for
many years and hostedrtbeat” a
local television program. While a
member of the board of the Spring-
field Art Association, Birtch and a
friend, the late Peg Lonson, organ-
ized the first Edwards Place Arts
Fair, now a popular fall event here.
She is a founding member of the

Barringer, who died in 1993, was ‘d@here were two times when | poi=._ ~ :
neurogurgeon and a historian ftsayed the person | had researCHéHJrg'Cal Arts_ Board and_the -
Sangamon County, long befomnd wrote about,” Birtch recalld!?'S Foundation for Frontier Stud-
there were professors of history adding that “the Cemetery Walk§S board. _

our city. His enthusiasm for then a crisp October Day have always| started an arts enrichment pro-
story of the early settlers was catdpeen a delight, whether I've bediiam at Our Savior's School. It was
ing,” she admits. an actor or a visitor.” very exciting to see the children’s

[Editor's Note: In that interview, Birtch, who has been on the So&dthusiasm  for the arts,” says
the text of which is available as ety board for three years, has sp&Hfich, who in addition to belong-
PDF file on line at www.uis.eduthe past year creating an awar}§ t0 two book clubs and a literary
archives/oralb.htm, Dr. Barringeprogram for middle school teachefd!b, is a Stephen Minister at St.
discussed his interest in history ite promote the study of Springfieldohn’s Lutheran church, providing
cluding his involvement with th@nd Sangamon County. “I'd like tupport to those facing a crisis or
Abraham Lincoln Association, thencourage younger people to B#e challenge. “This is an important
Sangamon County Historical Soatome interested in the history @art of my life.”
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November Meeting, Abridged Version

Historian Tracks Fate of Faded Family That HelpedShape Area

You never know where rewhile at the same time workingnd the case went to trial irequested that it be ordered to
search will...or won't take you. as an agent for the railroad,851. In a landmark decisioNew Mexico. President Lincoln

Even  with selling stock subscription cereredited to the legal prowess @fassed along the request to gen-
years of experi g tificates in Springfield andLincoln, Barret lost and wasral in chief of U.S. armies,
ence under hi across Sangamon County. Basrdered to pay the remainder @feneral Henry Hallack in
belt, ret had a special interest in ththe money. He appealed to th&yyj| 1862, but Halleck turned
Curtis Mann, railroad since he owned 4,000linois Supreme Court, but 10Sg gown. Barret resianed hi
manager of thg ; o gned nis
acres of land near New Berlirthere too. commission the following

Sangamon Val .

ley gCollection where the railroad track was) AR FOR MARKETING ~ month and within a year or so,
at Lincoln Li- i intended to be built before makpy et continued to buy landhoved back to Kentucky
?r?(;y in Sprfi_ng— Mann @9 its way to Springfield. and by 1853, owned 16,80@here, said Mann, “he appar-
ie at first acres, developing some of #ntly was involved in some coal
found little to whet his interest TRACK PLAN DERA“_S into Working farmS’ bu||d|ngm|n|};]g and salt making opera-
in researching James A. Barrdf? 1851, the lllinois General "« " 219 fences plantingn

and his family. The Barreté\Ssembly passed an amengr .. ¢ and crops. “He would

were among the cream dnent that allowed the railroad. “ e " onp0 e NAMESIE FINAL CHAPTER
Springfield’s society in the mid0 change the route, bypassing ", o~astie Pointor Copen- — Within the decade. the elder
1800s but wound up in relativélew Berlin. The amendmenly o, nen he advertised therBarrets had passed away and in
historical obscurity. Researchallowed subscribers living we br sale from his office on thdhe ensuing years, most other
ing them was tough, explainedf the original line to rescin y

. g outh side of the public squaf@mily members moved away,
Mann, speaking to a packetheir installment agreement ove his brotheﬁin-law ?N”_Winiam Barret to Petersburg

audience at the Society's Nand get refunds. Though Barr Fondv’ where he died in 1902. His wife
vember 19 meeting at the Elijabwned land west of the line, hia ™ Fondy’s store. Ellen had died in 1881. Richard
lles House. First names were

shared by several relatives,
found, and the family name w

Who Was Who: A Barret Family Guide
often spelled several ways.

Mann came across Barret Parents: o .
while doing research on Spring-  James Winston Barretand his wifeMaria who moved here from Green County, Kentucky.

field breweries and also spotted ~ Children: _ _ _ _ .
the name on an 1858 map of William, the oldest son, married Elizabeth E. Butler id@,8a niece of William Butler

Sangamon County. Below are who was an early friend of Abraham Lincoln whenfingt arrived in Springfield from New
some of the key discoveries Salem.

about James A. Barret: Elizabeth, the eldest daughter, married Philip C. Johnsof©840, a wealthy Easterner.
[For the full text, go to the Johnson died in 1852 and in 1853, she married PRs&nos. She died six years later.
Society’s website at Mary married a merchant, William Fondy in 1851. Fondgved in the same company and
www.sancohis.oilg regiment as the Barret brothers during the Mexid&amn in 1846
Richard married 26-year-old Sarah Rickard in 1850, thegtiger of early settlers of Gard-
BARRET THE BUYER ner Township. Sarah Rickard’s sister was married/iciam Butler.

By 1849 James A. Barret Jane Maria the youngest of the Barret daughters, marriedI€h&idgely in 1857.
owned thousands of acres here, James A.married Mary Eliza B. Anderson of Green County B4&, about a year after
capitalizing on warrants that beginning his career as a land speculator.

granted veterans of the Mexi- o
can War free land in return fowas not eligible for the deal IN A LEGAL BREW Barret moved to Kansas City in
their military service. Manybecause he resided in Sprin§ut with his purchase of thé870 and lived there the re-
Y i mainder of his life, working as
veterans opted to sell the wafield. distillery, Barret ran afoul of ™ 2" ostate agent until his
rants for 50 cents an acre rather RAILROAD SAYS NO Lincoln anew, the object of Qeath in 1908. His sister-in-law
than fulfill a requirement thaWhen Barret and three othdawsuits brought by the ownesarah Rickard Barret died in
they travel to areas with availinvestors refused to make iref a Springfield lumberyard and 911, also in Kansas City.
able land and pick the sitstallment payments, the Altofrom a business partner from Mary Barret Fondy was wid-
themselves. Brokers whand Sangamon Railroad sued@hom he had borrowed severalved in 1882 but remarried
bought the warrants resoltetaining Abraham Lincoln aghousand dollars. Lincoln sucseveral years later to James
them to speculators like Barréts representative. Barret hiregessfully represented the lumperriman, a fellow veteran of
for 75 cents an acre. Lincoln’s old law partnerberyard owner and his law parine Barret brothers in the Mexi-
Stephen Trigg Logan as higer, the other complainant. o \war. She died in 1894.
PEGS BUY ON TRACK attorney and offered a compro- )
In the spring of 1849, Barremise in which he would pay for BACK TO KENTUCKY Jane Barret Ridgely was the
agreed to buy 30 shares of AL5 shares if the railroad wouldVhen the Civil War broke ougole survivor of the family. She
ton and Sangamon Railroactlease his obligation for théBarret became the colonel dived to be 85 years old, dying
stock on an installment plaother 15. The railroad refusethe 1" lllinois Cavalry andin 1922 while visiting Florida.
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Sangamon County Historical Society

308 East Adams Street
Springfield, Illinois 62701
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2010 MEETING SCHEDULE

Monthly Programs
(Third Tuesday)
January 19
How Springs Shaped Local History
Speaker: Phil Reed
February 16
Remembering the Interurban
Speaker: Dale Jenkins
March 16
How lllinois Became A State
Speaker: David Scott
April 20
Springfield’s Donner Family: Trials of the Pioneer
Trail, 1846
Speaker: Don Springer
May 18
Governors and Gangsters
Speaker: Taylor Pensoneau
June 17
Annual Meeting

2010 Board Meetings
January 13
February 10

March 10
April 14
May 12

Non—profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 777
Springfield, lllinois

Mystery Photo of the Month
o .

RECOGNIZE any of these lllinois Bell Telephone worlers at the State
Fair (August 12, 1965)? You could win a prize. Thehot is part of a
group of unidentified photos in the Mercury Studio Collection at the
Lincoln Library’s Sangamon Valley Collection that the Society is try-
ing to help identify. A new picture is posted on tk Society’'s website
(www.sancohis.org) each week as well as monthly ftfistorico. Missed a
few? Check the website’'s archive. Send vyour info tore-
search@sancohis.org. The names of those who havetcitbuted infor-
mation will be automatically entered in a drawing hat in May will
bring one sharp-eyed contributor a prize!



